






































From: Howard Garrett
To: Species Conservation
Subject: premature deaths and spiral into extinction
Date: Saturday, September 14, 2019 1:48:01 PM

Dear Gov. Little,

Please break the BPA fish accords contract, so that Idaho can speak with one voice for its
Snake River salmonids. We can fix every mile of stream in Idaho and our salmon and
steelhead will still be facing extirpation throughout the basin because the problem is not in
Idaho. The problem is in the migratory corridor. We must breach four lower Snake River dams
to give our salmonids their best opportunity to recover. Now is the time to breach. The fish
accords buy silence from Idaho on breaching and spill, they prevent Idaho from going to court
over illegal BiOps produced over and over again by NOAA. Break the status quo, break the
fish accords, breach the dams, and be the generation that saved the salmon and steelhead of the
Snake River rather than the generation that watched as they passed into history.

While we grieve for them, and more so for the dwindling and pending extinction of Southern
Resident orcas, a vital and unique orca community, we also have been searching for over two
decades to find actions our society can take to protect theirs, or more precisely to quit causing
them to suffer untimely deaths.

We’ve learned that the drastic declines in abundance of their specialized diet — about 80
percent Chinook salmon — over the past few decades, and the resulting prolonged hunger,
have compounded the effects of their accumulated toxic loads, causing reproductive failures
and premature deaths and spiral into extinction.

Further studies, many conducted by the Center for Whale Research on San Juan Island,
showed that, among all the known habitat degradations, including fishing practices, pervasive
toxicity and myriad other factors reducing salmon populations, the blockage of the 5,500 miles
of spawning streams in the Clearwater and Salmon river watersheds in Idaho by four dams
downstream on the Snake River in Eastern Washington, have caused the most severe
reductions in Chinook salmon of all.

If the Snake River could be restored by breaching just the earthen berms beside each dam, up
to a million more adult Chinook would be available to Southern Residents within two to three
years.

More recently we’ve learned that the dams are essentially worthless, and in fact since the
salmon were listed as endangered under the ESA in the late 1990s, have been costing
taxpayers and ratepayers uncounted hundreds of millions per year, mainly for remarkable
hardware attachments to the dams and truck and barge transport systems in futile attempts to
save the fish, while producing no useful hydropower or revenues of any kind, and no services
that can’t be easily replaced.

In fact those four dams were sold originally on the premise they would bring great wealth to
eastern Washington, Oregon and Idaho, which they’ve done none of. Instead they’ve
decimated the largest salmon runs in the Pacific Northwest in both number and size of fish and
wasted up to a billion dollars a year.
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If we follow the money benefiting the federal agencies and commercial interests justifying the
dams, it’s found to be a boondoggle with no real benefit to anyone but the recipients of the
subsidies pouring in to those agencies and via the multiplier effect, the entire region. That’s
why no elected officials, or PUD or port authority, or chamber of commerce, will speak up to
breach the dams and save the salmon and orcas. When any military base or major factory is
scheduled to close, the local politicians and civic leaders tend to close ranks and fight to keep
it.

So where will the political leverage come from to breach the dams and restore the river and
watershed, the salmon and the orcas?

My only hope for a bipartisan economic and environmental champion to make it safe for
politicians and environmentalists to support immediate breaching is Idaho Republican Rep.
Mike Simpson, who said in April at a conference in Boise that he is extremely alarmed by the
steep declines in wild salmon runs to near extinction after $17 billion and counting has been
spent to save the fish, and that the river must be restored and the dams must be on the table to
do that. Since then he’s caught flak from all directions, although natural-origin spring/summer
chinook were reportedly down 78 percent from the 10-year average with only 4050 estimated
to have crossed over the dams as of Aug. 22. This number will be refined and reported
typically in February.

That $17 billion only counts the salmon mitigation funding over the past 20-plus years that
five U.S. District Court decisions have concluded haven’t worked and the salmon are going
extinct anyway. Not included in that total are dam and lock maintenance and administrative
overhead by multiple agencies and contractors.

One potential Democratic partner to such an effort could be Rep. Jared Huffman of
Mendocino, Calif., chairman of the Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Oceans and
Wildlife, and on the committee that oversees the ESA, and a staunch environmentalist. If we
could find a brave Washington Republican or Democrat or two to partner with those two,

Congress could twist the Army Corps of Engineers’ arm to breach the dams, especially given
the pending insolvency of the BPA due to wasting that $17 billion plus overhead and having
nothing to show for it but a smidgen of surplus electricity and an aging, bankrupt, subsidized
barging service that could be easily replaced by rail transport.

With a few influential people standing up for any of those reasons, the Corps could suddenly
decide to issue a Record of Decision to breach and get it started within months. We’d all be
better off, and the Southern Resident orcas wouldn’t keep dying.

-- Howard Garrett 
Orca Network 

Orca Network - Connecting whales and people in the Pacific Northwest. Orca Network is
dedicated to raising awareness about the whales of the Pacific Northwest, and the
importance of providing them healthy and safe habitats. 
Projects include the Whale Sighting Network and Education Programs, the Free Lolita
Campaign, The Langley Whale Center, and the Central Puget Sound Marine Mammal
Stranding Network.
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9-18-19
Link Jackson

208-869-7384

link@streamtechboats.com

Having monitored the situation with wild fish stock declines for many years, and having read 
much of the biological study done on the topic, it is clear to me that the only real chance our fish 
have to avoid extinction lies in the removal of the lower four dams on the snake river. Further 
study has revealed the dramatic decline in use for locks and of the decaying status of 
improvements that demand massive investment to refurbish. In short, it is clear the contribution 
of the dams is far less than the cost of maintaining them long term. This is one of those "low 
hanging fruit" issues. Removal of the dams will produce great benefit and save the fish. This 
needs to be done NOW while there is still time. And time is short for the fish. I have heard all the 
arguments against removal and see none of them as powerful enough to deter removal. The cost 
to "subsidize" or assist those impacted by removal would be vastly less than continuing to leave 
the dams in place. PLEASE come to understand the sense of urgency. The fish have little more 
room for delay. 





From: Steve Brown
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Comment to Governor Little and Members of the Salmon Workgroup
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 1:04:23 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Governor Little and Members of the Salmon Workgroup:
 
My apologies for submitting my comment to the Workgroup in this email rather than
your form.  But for some reason, I couldn’t get your form to work.  Per the form:
Date:               September 19, 2019
Name:             Steven K. Brown
Phone:           208-520-8103
Email:             stevebrown@hopkinsroden.com
 
Comments:
 
I was disappointed to learn of the Governor’s recent comments regarding breaching
the lower Snake River dams as an aid to recover Idaho’s wild anadromous fish
populations.  In my view, it is the single most effective step we could take. 
Accordingly, I’d like to comment on your process by submitting the relevant portion of
a comment (set forth below) I submitted in 2016 during the scoping process for the
Columbia River Operations Environmental Impact Statement.
 
“ . . . I think it is absolutely essential to include breaching the four lower Snake River
dams and restoring a free flowing lower Snake River as one of the alternatives that is
fully evaluated and seriously considered in your draft EIS.  In my view, nothing short
of that has any hope of restoring anything that remotely approaches the historic wild
fish runs on the Salmon River, as the last 30+ years of failed mitigation efforts have
clearly demonstrated. 
 
I was born in 1955, and when I was a young boy, the upper tributaries of the Salmon
River still ran pretty thick with wild fish naturally spawning in their native streams.  My
grandparents fished for those fish for a month or more each year, and had done so
since the 1920s.  They packed into what was then the Idaho Primitive Area to fish the
Middle Fork of the Salmon, where they said the country still had dew on it from the
morning of creation, and the fishing was beyond belief.  They also camped for weeks
at a time at O’Brien Campground on the upper Main Salmon where every salmon
fishing hole for eighty miles was named and noted for the gigantic wild fish it
produced.  They witnessed the reason Redfish Lake is called Redfish Lake, when it
teemed with blood red sockeye.  In the 40s and 50s, my Dad jumped on forest fires in
the central Idaho wilderness and talked of all the salmon he saw spawning in nearly
every stream.  The stories from those times that they shared with a young boy around
the campfire are still vividly etched in my mind. 
 
Eventually, I got big enough to join them in the hunt, and in their appreciation for
those incredible fish.  I can still see giant chinook hanging from the clothesline in
camp.  I still recall traveling to Bear Valley Creek, on the headwaters of the Middle
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Fork, to witness the miracle of all those enormous fish roiling and spawning in that
small stream.  Then they were easy to spot, even for a small boy, because there were
so many.  I even saw a few red sockeye swimming toward Redfish myself.  Most of
all, I still cannot forget the thrill of catching a wild chinook of my very own on the
banks of the Salmon River, a memory that never fades for anyone who has done so. 
  
 
But during that same time frame, things were changing.  Suddenly, it seemed like
fewer and fewer fish were around.  One no longer routinely saw them rolling in the
eddy lines along the upper Salmon.  One had to struggle to find a spawning pair in
Bear Valley Creek.  Seasons were curtailed and closed.  By the time I was working in
the central Idaho wilderness during the mid 70s, you didn’t see them rolling much
along the still pristine Middle Fork either.  When I guided on the Middle Fork in the
early 80s, we used to count ourselves lucky to see a very few jump at Dagger Falls in
an entire season, even though we were there once a week.  Likewise, it was no
longer possible for generations younger than my own to see for themselves why
Redfish Lake even bore that name.  Instead they had only rumors from the past, and
eventually, sad newspaper stories about a poor sockeye named Lonesome Larry.
 
So what happened?  Even at the time, I remember rumors of giant dam projects
hundreds of miles downstream that were impeding the fish.  But I didn’t really know, I
just knew that there had once been many fish in the Salmon River, and suddenly,
there were damn few.  I have since learned that between 1957 and 1975 the Corps of
Engineers built six new dams on the Columbia/Snake system between then existing
Bonneville Dam and Lewiston, Idaho -- the Dalles in 1957, Ice Harbor in 1962, Lower
Monumental in 1969, Little Goose in 1970, John Day in 1971 and Lower Granite in
1975.  Suddenly Salmon River fish had to negotiate eight dams and reservoirs
instead of only two (Bonneville and McNary).  Six new dams in 18 years, the net
effect of which, from the fishes’ standpoint, was to turn the largely free flowing lower
Columbia and Snake Rivers into a single 325 mile long stagnant pond, and place six
new concrete impediments in their path to boot. 
 
Should we really even be surprised that the wild fish populations that once spawned
above all those new dams and the resulting slack water declined so sharply during
that same time frame?  Indeed it is remarkable how well the dramatic decline in wild
fish on the Salmon River directly correlates with that 18 years of dam building.  To
cite one simple example, redd counts over time are often used as a trend indicator of
wild fish abundance.  During the dam building period, Chinook red counts on the
Middle Fork of the Salmon declined from 2,686 in 1957 to just 47 in 1980, five years
after the last dam came online.  But I don’t need redd counts to prove it happened, I
saw it happen with my own eyes, year by year, as I worked and recreated in central
Idaho during the dam building period, and so did a lot of other people.
 
Now Salmon River anadromous fish are a tough bunch.  They’re strong and they’re
resilient.  They have to be, because they travel over 800 miles from the ocean to
spawn in their natal streams, farther than any other anadromous fish in the Columbia
Basin, and perhaps, in the world.  Then the next generation has to navigate that same
remarkable distance back down to the ocean to start the cycle all over again, a cycle



that was endlessly repeated over and over again by millions of fish for thousands of
years, through volcanic eruptions, floods, earthquakes, landslides, fires, adverse
ocean conditions and other assorted natural disasters.  So Salmon River fish are
tough and they can handle a lot of adversity, whatever mother nature threw at them. 
By all indications, they could even handle the 40 some odd miles of slack water
behind Bonneville Dam and another 40 or so behind McNary.  But to me it’s clear that
they couldn’t handle the continuous 325 mile slack water pond and associated
concrete impediments placed in their path between 1957 and 1975.  At that point,
eight dams and the continuous slack water they created became just too much, more
than they could bear, even for a tough bunch of fish.
 
Since those dams were built, it seems to me that the dam builders and their allies
have spent the last 30+ years focusing on and/or attempting to mitigate other
collateral issues, apparently desperate to avoid directly confronting the obvious issue,
which is the existence of those dams and the slack water they create.  Oh, no fish? 
No problem they say, we’ll finance more and more hatcheries with all these
hydropower dollars that are rolling in.  To me, that’s somewhat akin to saying we can
let the elk all die out because after all, we can just replace them with more cows.  But
it’s not the same thing.  The fact is, hatchery fish are no substitute for wild fish, and
that is particularly so when it comes to the Endangered Species Act.  Yet in recent
years, the powers that be continually tout the “record salmon runs,” as if all those
hatchery fish were somehow the equivalent to true wild fish recovery.  To me, that is
nothing short of a shallow political ploy intended to disguise the fact that wild fish are
and have been in serious trouble for a long time.  Indeed, a truly cynical mind might
wonder if the actual design might be to ignore the plight of wild fish long enough for
them to go extinct.
 
Or they say, oh, we need to focus our efforts on habitat improvement and restoration. 
I’m sure habitat deterioration is a serious issue in some places.  But the extensive
high quality habitat on the Middle Fork of the Salmon hasn’t deteriorated one bit since
it was first administratively protected by the Forest Service as the Idaho Primitive
Area in 1931.  Yet despite that all pristine habitat, the fish have not been there since
those dams were built.  That ought to tell us something.  Or they say, oh look, the
terns are eating all the little fish in the estuary and the sea lions are eating all the big
fish before they even reach the dams.  But the pre-dam historic record documents
that sea lions have been eating returning adults all the way up to Celilo Falls since the
1800s, and I suspect terns have been eating the small fish in the estuary for a long
time too.  Then there is the ultimate work around, oh, it’s the adverse ocean
conditions that are causing the fish to struggle.  But is there any doubt that the fish
have successfully struggled through and survived changing ocean conditions,
including “adverse ocean conditions,” for thousands of years?
 
In short, these sorts of issues and more just like them are all diversions from the real
question, which is should we seriously consider removing some of those dams to
ease passage for the wild fish?  From all that I know and have read, the four dams on
the lower Snake were marginal projects from the beginning, built at the end of the
dam building era by an agency looking for more projects to build, and sold to the
public as a means to turn Lewiston into a great port city filled with bustling barge



traffic, and to generate a little more hydropower, an already abundant resource in the
pacific northwest at the time.  They serve no significant flood control, irrigation or
recreational need, and they never did.  Today, 40 plus years after the last dam came
online, Lewiston is far from the bustling port city that was touted at the time.  In fact to
my eye, it hasn’t changed much since I was attending college just north of there in the
mid 70s.  Barge traffic has been declining for years from an early peak, and now the
Corps has to periodically dredge the channel for several miles downstream to clean
out the accumulated sediment caused by Lower Granite, and thereby hopefully avoid
flooding the town and assuring the largely unused port stays open.  The hydropower
the dams generate remains un-needed, and some say the continued operation of
them is nothing more than a burden on the taxpayers.  In the meantime, recent dam
removal projects elsewhere in the pacific northwest have demonstrated how quickly
natural anadromous fish runs can be restored when dams are removed.  For all of
these reasons, I urge you to  fully analyze and seriously consider breaching the four
lower Snake River dams and restoring a free flowing lower Snake River as one of the
alternatives in your draft EIS.    
 
Finally, I think you should also evaluate and consider alternatives to current hatchery
operations as part of your draft EIS.  I know that in many cases, you don’t actually
operate the hatcheries, but you do fund and control many of them.  Based on what I
read, there is growing evidence that current hatchery operations are having a
significant impact on wild fish populations.  In my view, if curtailment of hatchery
operations is necessary to aid the recovery of wild fish, then so be it, even if that
adversely affects the sport fishery.  Now don’t get me wrong, I like catching a
hatchery fish as much as the next guy.  But if curtailing hatchery fish will aid the
recovery of wild fish, particularly during the dam removal process, then I’m all for it.
 
Thank you for your consideration.”     
And thank you for yours.  Steve
 

  Steven K. Brown
  Hopkins Roden Crockett Hansen & Hoopes, PLLC
  428 Park Avenue | Idaho Falls, ID  83402
  Tel (208) 523-4445 | Fax (208) 523-4474 |www.hopkinsroden.com 
  Email:  stevebrown@hopkinsroden.com                                         

 
This communication may contain information that is legally privileged, confidential or exempt from
disclosure, and is intended solely for the addressee.  If you are not the intended recipient, please
note that reading, disseminating, distributing, or copying this communication is strictly prohibited. 
Anyone who receives this message in error should notify the sender immediately by calling (208)
523-4445 (collect) or by return e-mail and also permanently delete this message from his or her
computer.
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Idaho Governor’s Salmon Workgroup 
September 19, 2019 

Idaho Grain Producers Event at Lindsey Creek Vineyard, Lewiston, Idaho 
 

Members of the Workgroup, 
 In the 20th Century, my wise predecessors had the foresight and determination to 
make constructive use of the river system of the Pacific Northwest.  They envisioned by 
harnessing the combination of gravity and water a natural resource could be used by 
everyone in the area.  Some of these benefits are a large recreation resource, a 465 mile 
inland waterway, a huge electrical generation resource, downriver flood control, 
aquifer recharge and irrigation.  Nearly all who lived in the PNW received benefits 
from this vision. 

Then the Northwest Power Act of 1980 and The Endangered Species Act of the 
early 1970’s gave environmental elitists power to spread their influences in this area.  
These two acts in and of themselves could serve useful purposes.  But that is not what is 
happening.  Power hungry wealthy environmental groups have seized the reigns of the 
movement to influence government decisions to be not only undesirable but very 
expensive.   

Nuking out dams to allegedly increase anadromous fish returns is one such 
tactic.  A lot of expensive work has been done on the Columbia and Snake rivers to 
improve fish returns.  Some things have helped, some have not.  But few are looking at 
the ocean part of anadromous fish cycles.  One study by the research group Kitama 
points out that nearly all salmon runs in rivers from Oregon to Alaska have greatly 
diminished during the last 50 years yet only the Columbia has dams on it.  In fact the 
Columbia is no better or worse than any other river in the area.   

As a grain producer I obviously benefit from the increased efficiency of the 
inland waterway.  But I get satisfaction in knowing the products I grow are transported 
in a safe and energy efficient way.  As a user of electricity I also understand using water 
and gravity is a very efficient and renewable way to generate my needs.  Furthermore, 
until a quantumly new way of storing electricity becomes available, storing water 
behind a dam is a very good battery.  The dams also make costly and more importantly 
unreliable wind and solar energy better because of dams water storage capacity.  Wind 
power does have one possible advantage over dams though.  They beautify the country 
side.  I wonder how come there is not a windmill on about every fourth block in 
Portland and Seattle?  I wonder if that is a NIMBY problem? 
In conclusion, I support keeping the hydro system in operation.  The dams have far 
more positive environmental impacts than negative ones. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Cliff Tacke 
Greencreek, Idaho  83533 



From: Stephen Pfeiffer
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Lewiston Salmon Work Group Public Comment
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 5:31:39 PM

Please consider the following as a submission for the public comment period at the Lewiston Salmon Work Group meeting: 

Thanks to the Governor for creating this work group and acknowledging the dire state of our salmon and steelhead. It was an important first step, but now the process must
be carried forward to create meaningful, timely recommendations that well represent Idaho's interests at the federal level. 

It would be a disservice to Idahoans and citizens across the Pacific Northwest not to discuss all available recovery methods, including what has been scientifically shown to
give Snake River salmon and steelhead the single best chance at recovery: breaching four dams and restoring a free flowing river.

 I implore the work group members to speak honestly and candidly and to be guided by sound scientific advise. There is a future where wild salmon and steelhead can once
again return to abundant, sustainable populations alongside thriving agricultural communities, but it will not be reached without difficult conversations and recommendations
that diverge from the status quo. 

Thank you,
Stephen Pfeiffer

-- 

Stephen Pfeiffer
Conservation Associate
Idaho Rivers United
208.343.7481 office
www.idahorivers.org
 
If you love a river... Take Action Now. 
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From: Rick Rupp
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Written Comments for the Salmon Work Group Committee
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 12:07:20 PM
Attachments: Orcas To Governor Little.docx

Dear Salmon Work Group Committee,

In my Orca attire, I had hoped to make these comments in person this last week in Lewiston.
 Without that opportunity here I submit my comments as a member of the Orcas of the Puget
Sound or SRKW’s- Southern Resident Killer Whales.

To Governor Little’s Salmon Working Group  9/18/19

 

We Orcas from the Puget Sound traveled 500 miles up 8 dams.  We’ve come a long way to
say hello and support you on your mission. 

My name is Mega, L-41 Puget Sound L Pod of the Southern Resident Killer Whales, SRKW,
a Grandfather and very sad.  My children and our pods are dying from starvation. We are
facing an unwarranted extinction.  

 99% of our diet is salmon and 82% is Chinook.  Salmon and Orcas are both on the
endangered species list.  Starvation for lack of Salmon is a NW issue.  Orcas are starving for
nutrition and sustenance, Communities are starving from lost economy’s, Native Americans
are starving for their lost culture.  The NW cannot exist without this Keystone Species
Salmon.  We must follow the science and get on with the corrections.

 To quote your Idaho Congressman Simpson, “we need our salmon back.”

 Preparing for our visit, we studied your area, organizations and your agenda.

 We commend your visit to Dworshak.  This dam initially destroyed the world’s finest
spawning grounds of the B-Run steelhead, but just maybe, because of Climate Change there’s
a silver lining.  We have learned studies have shown Dworshak’s waters will cool a free
flowing Snake all the way to the Tri-Cities.  . The Free Flowing Snake would become a
superfast and less lethal Salmon highway to and from the Ocean.  A first step to more Salmon.

 However, we were bewildered with your visit to the Port of Lewiston, POL??  Our research
shows the POL has little to no connection with the Snake river.   Their 2020 budget shows
“NO” revenue generated from the river.  They do not ship wheat as everyone thinks.  They
employ less than ten people.  There is no mention of fish in their marketing plan, none in their
strategic plan and non in the operating goals and objectives.  They words “FISH” and Salmon
simply do not exist anywhere on their website.  The POL has never proposed a program to
improve the condition of the Salmon. Never recognized the economic hardship imposed on the
local commercial and recreational fisherman and the economies of central Idaho.  Never
mentioned the economic benefit of millions of tourism dollars a year from a robust salmon
population.

They have demonstrated neither the knowledge nor will to save the Salmon.
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On the other hand, we Orca’s noted the Nez Perce and their generations of caring for the Salmon.  The Nez Perce actively employ hundreds bolstering the economies of No Idaho and SE Wa.  They have worked tirelessly to get the salmon off the endangered species list. They want their fish back and going to make it happen.  Their brothers and sisters of the Puget Sound support them.



We Orcas have seen  the independent study of 34  accredited salmon scientist recommending the fastest and most effective way to increase the volume of Salmon is to  breach the Lower 4 Snake river dams for long term sustainability.  19 of those 34 scientists are from Idaho.  Who knows better how to get fish back. Have you listened to them???



50 years of dam history tells us a lot about the truth, the facts and the science.  The dams have been an ecological disaster.



The federal agencies have failed the NorthWest or we wouldn’t be here today.  The State of Idaho can change that.  Return to a Free Flowing Snake River and look for the return of salmon, better economics, return of culture to the Native Americans,  besides significant contributions to the climate, flora and fauna of the Lower Snake River Valley.  



The current system has failed us for years and it is broken.  Change it to fix it for Salmon’s sake.



Salmon is the Keystone Species of the NW-the common denominator of NW life.   It is the healer of the communities, the life of powering economics, it’s return is a winner for all.



Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to be here, to speak and support your program and efforts.



Sincerely,  The Orca Pods of the Puget Sound Mega L-41





 On the other hand, we Orca’s noted the Nez Perce and their generations of caring for the
Salmon.  The Nez Perce actively employ hundreds bolstering the economies of No Idaho and
SE Wa.  They have worked tirelessly to get the salmon off the endangered species list. They
want their fish back and going to make it happen.  Their brothers and sisters of the Puget
Sound support them.

 We Orcas have seen  the independent study of 34  accredited salmon scientist recommending
the fastest and most effective way to increase the volume of Salmon is to  breach the Lower 4
Snake river dams for long term sustainability.  19 of those 34 scientists are from Idaho.  Who
knows better how to get fish back. Have you listened to them???

 50 years of dam history tells us a lot about the truth, the facts and the science.  The dams have
been an ecological disaster.

 The federal agencies have failed the NorthWest or we wouldn’t be here today.  The State of
Idaho can change that.  Return to a Free Flowing Snake River and look for the return of
salmon, better economics, return of culture to the Native Americans,  besides significant
contributions to the climate, flora and fauna of the Lower Snake River Valley. 

 The current system has failed us for years and it is broken.  Change it to fix it for Salmon’s
sake.

 Salmon is the Keystone Species of the NW-the common denominator of NW life.   It is the
healer of the communities, the life of powering economics, it’s return is a winner for all.

 Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to be here, to speak and support your program and
efforts.

 Sincerely,  The Orca Pods of the Puget Sound Mega L-41



To Governor Little’s Salmon Working Group  9/18/19 
 
We Orcas from the Puget Sound traveled 500 miles up 8 
dams.  We’ve come a long way to say hello and support 
you on your mission.   
My name is Mega, L-41 Puget Sound L Pod of the 
Southern Resident Killer Whales, SRKW, a Grandfather 
and very sad.  My children and our pods are starving. We 
are facing an unwarranted extinction.   
 
99% of our diet is salmon and 82% is Chinook.  Salmon 
and Orcas are both on the endangered species list.  
Starvation for lack of Salmon is a NW issue.  Orcas are 
starving for nutrition and sustenance, Communities are 
starving from lost economy’s, Native Americans are 
starving for their lost culture.  The NW cannot exist without 
this Keystone Species Salmon.  We must follow the 
science and get on with the corrections. 
 
To quote your Idaho Congressman Simpson, “we need 
our salmon back.” 
 
Preparing for our visit, we studied your area, organizations 
and your agenda. 
 
We commend your visit to Dworshak.  This dam initially 
destroyed the world’s finest spawning grounds of the B-
Run steelhead, but just maybe, because of Climate 
Change there’s a silver lining.  We have learned studies 
have shown Dworshak’s waters will cool a free flowing 
Snake all the way to the Tri-Cities.  . The Free Flowing 



Snake would become a superfast and less lethal Salmon 
highway to and from the Ocean.  A first step to more 
Salmon.  
 
However, we were bewildered with your visit to the Port of 
Lewiston, POL??  Our research shows the POL has little 
to no connection with the Snake river.   Their 2020 budget 
shows “NO” revenue generated from the river.  They do 
not ship wheat as everyone thinks.  They employ less than 
ten people.  There is no mention of fish in their marketing 
plan, none in their strategic plan and non in the operating 
goals and objectives.  They words “FISH” and Salmon 
simply do not exist anywhere on their website.  The POL 
has never proposed a program to improve the condition of 
the Salmon. Never recognized the economic hardship 
imposed on the local commercial and recreational 
fisherman and the economies of central Idaho.  Never 
mentioned the economic benefit of millions of tourism 
dollars a year from a robust salmon population.  
They have demonstrated neither the knowledge nor will to 
save the Salmon. 
 
On the other hand, we Orca’s noted the Nez Perce and 
their generations of caring for the Salmon.  The Nez Perce 
actively employ hundreds bolstering the economies of No 
Idaho and SE Wa.  They have worked tirelessly to get the 
salmon off the endangered species list. They want their 
fish back and going to make it happen.  Their brothers and 
sisters of the Puget Sound support them. 
 



We Orcas have seen  the independent study of 34  
accredited salmon scientist recommending the fastest and 
most effective way to increase the volume of Salmon is to  
breach the Lower 4 Snake river dams for long term 
sustainability.  19 of those 34 scientists are from Idaho.  
Who knows better how to get fish back. Have you listened 
to them??? 
 
50 years of dam history tells us a lot about the truth, the 
facts and the science.  The dams have been an ecological 
disaster. 
 
The federal agencies have failed the NorthWest or we 
wouldn’t be here today.  The State of Idaho can change 
that.  Return to a Free Flowing Snake River and look for 
the return of salmon, better economics, return of culture to 
the Native Americans,  besides significant contributions to 
the climate, flora and fauna of the Lower Snake River 
Valley.   
 
The current system has failed us for years and it is broken.  
Change it to fix it for Salmon’s sake. 
 
Salmon is the Keystone Species of the NW-the common 
denominator of NW life.   It is the healer of the 
communities, the life of powering economics, it’s return is 
a winner for all. 
 
Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to be here, to 
speak and support your program and efforts. 
 



Sincerely,  The Orca Pods of the Puget Sound Mega L-41 
 



From: Terry Myers
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Lewiston meeting comments
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 2:55:40 PM

September 24th 2019
Terry Myers
jntmyers@gmail.com
208 394-2126

Members of the Salmon Task Force,
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comment in regard to the September 20th meeting in Lewiston.
I appreciated the presentations by the Nimiipuu and their accomplishments on habitat work. Seeing restoration
efforts far downstream of my home in the upper Salmon is a confirmation of the dedication that both professionals
and volunteers in Idaho have when it comes to fish recovery. Traveling to Lewiston from Salmon is a reminder that
anadromous fish habitat extends throughout the state and beyond. Recovery solutions in Idaho must follow the fish,
even if it extends beyond our state boundaries. A narrower vision will not accomplish recovery goals.
I was also thankful of the presentations on Snake dams and their power generation. Perhaps the task force and the
public would benefit from a counterpoint economic analysis of BPA’s financial status and/or hear from an advocate
of NW alternative energy possibilities.
One of the main hurdles of recovery seems to be pointing toward the barging needs of Palouse farmers. We learned
that farmers need a fast and efficient means to get wheat to market. What does fast mean? Is barging subsidized, if
so to what amount? What are some bottom line economic and logistical issues of barging? Further conversations and
exploration of this topic is necessary.
I was concerned about comments from within the task force toward the end of the day that there will be areas where
“we won’t come together”.  This sounds self defeating so early in the process. I have faith in this group of “problem
solvers” that with courage and innovative thinking, and a healthy respect for affected parties, difficult problems can
and will be solved in an effort to save Idaho’s salmon and steelhead runs.
Thank you again for your time and commitment toward one of Idaho’s most precious natural resources.
Sincerely,
Terry Myers

mailto:jntmyers@gmail.com
mailto:Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov


PUBLIC COMMENT TO THE GOVERNOR’S 
SALMON WORK GROUP 

SEPT.30, 2019   LEWISTON IDAHO


submitted by Jerry Myers - North Fork, ID 

Thank you for allowing me to comment and for your commitment.


My name is Jerry Myers and I live near Salmon, Idaho and am a recently retired 
river and fishing guide and outfitter of over 40 years.  I believe that Idahoans can 
find a path forward.  Success can only happen if those of us on all the different 
sides of Idaho’s salmon issue agree to listen to each other’s concerns and 
respectfully work to prevent a preventable extinction. We need to understand 
each other’s points of view and trust the best available science.


I grew up 15 miles from this meeting place on a modest grain and cattle farm.  I 
understand the value of having viable options for getting grain to markets. 
Barging being one of them. But after 40 years of promises that we can have 
healthy sustainable runs and an impounded river from Lewiston to Portland, 
Idaho’s fishing families are realizing that we have a bleak future.  We have lost 
faith in past recovery plans. This year will be one of the smallest runs ever 
recorded. 


Palouse farmers and salmon steelhead fishing business have a lot in common. 
Beyond the economic reasons, we fish and farm because we have a connection 
to places, we value working outside, we are appreciative of the sustenance we 
receive from the land and the rivers.  We raise our families in rural settings with 
neighbors we know and care about.


We know there are pressures Palouse farmers are facing. Many of these threats 
are outside of their control.  So it is with those of us, who fish for a livelihood. If 
salmon and steelhead continue their decline, fishing will cease. Idaho will lose a 
lifestyle, we will lose a renewable bounty that has supported families, we will 
lose common ties that fishing brings to communities, we will lose a spiritual 
connection to those natural forces we cherish and respect. Extinction likely 
means that our unique salmon centric lifestyle and the small businesses that rely 
on salmon will be gone forever in Idaho, for us and for our children’s children.  A 
salmon economy cannot rebuild from nothing.


We need to spend time with each other in the cab’s of combines during the 
wheat harvest, at salmon celebrations with the Tribes, in a drift boat on the 
Salmon River chasing a steelhead, at Dagger Falls witnessing the strength of 
salmon 750 miles from salt.  We need not fix blame to anyone in particular. We 



are all responsible for the dilemma in which we find ourselves. We need to reach 
out to our partners outside of this panel and make new connections. We can do 
this most difficult thing. We need to understand that we all stand to lose if we 
fail.  

Thank you.	





From: Species Conservation
To: Irina Voyce
Subject: Office of Species Conservation Contact
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 4:02:36 PM

From: Darius Semmens at darius.semmens@gmail.com

Message Body:
Hello. I am writing to encourage you to invest in salmon recovery in Idaho. Yes, I see it as an
investment because it will come with a cost, but it will provide even bigger returns in the
future. The lower Snake River dams need to come out AND the wheat needs to get out. We
need a solution that works for everyone, which means it may cost more that we would like but
if that is the only way to get everyone on the same page then so be it – you've got my support.
Hope it goes well on Friday.

Sincerely,
Darius Semmens
Research Physical Scientist, Rafter
Property owner, South Fork Salmon.

mailto:no-reply@species.idaho.gov
mailto:Irina.Voyce@osc.idaho.gov


Testimony before the Idaho Salmon Task force 

September 20, 2019 

Lewiston, ID 

Presented by Potlatch Joe Anderson 

 

I am Joe Anderson from Potlatch, Idaho.  I am fourth generation on our family 

farm that my great grandfather acquired in 1903.  Since shipping on the River 

system became available from Lewiston, nearly 100% of my wheat and much of 

my edible legumes have gone down river to a facility for loading ocean going 

vessels.  Maintaining this system of transportation is critical to my operation.  I am 

basically in the business of exporting food to those in need all over the World and 

our river system provides a means to accomplish this Worldwide distribution in an 

environmentally sensitive and economically efficient way. 

 

Today, I will not dwell on how many trucks or rail cars would be needed to replace 

barge shipping.  Nor will I again point out the energy savings involved.  Nor will I 

try to explain how many factors, some not well understood, effect fish survival and 

return.  There will be conflicting testimony, exaggerations, accusations, enough as 

this hearing progresses. 

 

What I will say is that we live in a World, in an environment, in a political and 

economic system, where tradeoffs are always necessary.  Biology is not always an 

exactly science. There are many and, at times, conflicting factors that must be 

taken into account.  How much weight should each of these factors receive?  There 

will always be tradeoffs.   

 

I will also say that attention  needs to be taken as to cause and effect.  Correlations 

do not establish cause and effect.  At times we see more fish and at times less.  In 

Nature, populations of species are cyclical.  Just because there is a correlation in 

the number of a species with some factor does not establish cause and effect from 

that factor.  Since the dams on the Lower Snake River have gone in, we have seen 

fish populations at lower levels at times, but we have also seen fish populations 

that have come upriver at an all-time high.  There are many, many factors that 

enter into these cyclical variations.  Since the dams have been put in place, efforts 

to sustain fish populations, as a whole, have been successful.  Yesterday the 

Lewiston Tribune had front page head lines indicating that fall run steel head 

season my be curtailed (timely?).  As we investigate, we must conclude that there 

are many factors,  some as yet unknown that account for variations in this 

population.  To conclude that the four dams on the Lower Snake River are the 



cause of fewer fish does not properly take into account the various other factors 

that influence population variations.   

 

There is no doubt that if we take hysteria and emotion out of the equation, and 

utilize the best science and technology, over time, we can maintain the Lower 

Snake River Dams and have sustainable fish populations.   
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