
From: Pamela Williams
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Public Comments to Salmon Workgroup
Date: Monday, November 11, 2019 5:32:29 PM

Governor’s Salmon Workgroup Public Comment Form

Comments to the Governor’s Salmon Workgroup will be accepted in-person or by email
submitted to species@osc.idaho.gov

November 11, 2019

Pamela Williams

208 342-2423

3blackdog9@gmail.com

Measures so far have been wholly inadequate.  I want the needs of grizzlies and other wildlife
species to be considered  AND ACCOMMODATED.  I also want to see recognition that there
are cascading benefits from healthy salmon populations; that they are critical to environmental
vibrancy and wholeness; and that ultimately the salmon life cycle enriches our ecosystem.

I don’t care if I have to pay more for power because the obstructive dams must go.  Perhaps
that will be the catalyst to make me get serious about residential renewable energy sources. 
Please do everything necessary to ensure that salmon species not only survive, but that they
thrive and continue to do so indefinitely.  Let’s restore them to their glory.
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From: Jim Byrne
To: Species Conservation
Cc: Brian Davern
Subject: Remove the dams
Date: Monday, November 11, 2019 6:09:04 PM

As a WDFW fish biologist for 27 years it is apparent that the four Snake River dams cannot
coexist.  If we keep the dams intact Sake River salmon and steelhead will go extinct.  We can
replace the power from other sources.  We cannot replaces these fish.

The decision is yours.  I'd hate to be responsible for multiple species going extinct.  Do the
right thing.  Reevaluate the dams.

Jim Byrne

mailto:byrnejim7@gmail.com
mailto:Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov
mailto:badavern@yahoo.com
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From: Gene Spangrude
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Lower Snake River Projects
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 1:22:11 PM
Attachments: SalmonHistoricalReports.pdf

SnakeWaterTemps1950s.pdf

Attached are two PDFs, one containing excerpts from some Federal Reports dating from the late 1800's;
which addresses 'declining Salmon numbers' noted approximately 140 years ago; and the other
containing daily Water Temperature Data reports which were collected for several years in the 1950's;
prior to the construction of any of the four Lower Snake River Dams.

A recent letter from approximately 55 Scientists regarding the Lower Snake River discusses "excessively
high Water Temperatures' and also suggests that a Water Temperature of 68 Deg F / 20 Deg C can be
considered as a lower limit of this classification.  However, as can be seen from the attached data which
was published by the United States Geological Survey and was collected under 'pre Lower Snake River
Dam conditions,' temperatures exceeding 68 Degrees F were noted annually during the 1950's and
occasionally approached the high 70's F in the River's Natural State.

As can be noted from the Salmon Reports dating from the late 1800's, even at that time there was
obvious concern about the diminishing Salmon Numbers within the Columbia River Basin.

I request that this readily available historical information be addressed and also listed in 'Lists of
References' for future reports which may be released about Water Temperatures on the Lower Snake
River.

I also request that this question be addressed:  How will the removal of the four Lower Snake River Dams
correct issues which were noted long before their construction?

Gene Spangrude

































































From: Gene Spangrude
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Snake River Water Temperature Data Collection
Date: Thursday, November 14, 2019 8:02:36 AM

On the one hand, Snake River Water Temperatures are a matter of current concern in 2019; as can
be seen from the recent letter from approximately 55 Scientists to various Policy Makers; regarding
Water Temperatures on the Lower Snake River; especially as related to the Lower Snake River
Projects.

The Year 2015 is often mentioned as being a 'Year of Recent Concern/Interest' with respect to
Water Temperatures in the Snake River Basin.

On the other hand, basic Water Temperature Data Collection was terminated at the Snake River
near Weiser, Idaho; data collection station soon after the 2015 runoff season; as can be seen at this
link to the USGS Snake River near Weiser web site:

    https://nwis.waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv/?
cb_00010=on&cb_00060=on&format=gif_default&site_no=13269000&period=&begin_date=2015-
05-01&end_date=2016-04-30

The apparent reason for the termination of Water Temperature Data Collection given at the Web
Site is a 'Loss of Funding.'

The Snake River at Weiser location is an indicator of the Snake River's 'inflowing conditions' to the
downstream Hells Canyon Projects; and ultimately to the Lower Snake River Projects as well. 
Given the current regional interest in 'Water Temperatures' it is somewhat interesting to see that
this Water Temperature data collection can no longer be afforded at this location on the Snake
River.

Hopefully the funding for the collection of this Water Parameter can be restored and data collection
resumed; given the importance of Water Temperatures on the Lower Snake River.

Gene Spangrude
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From: Daniel Roper
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Daniel Roper Input
Date: Thursday, November 14, 2019 10:28:16 AM

Governer's Salmon Workgroup

The Columbia and Snake River systems once contained some of the greatest salmon and steelhead runs in the
world!! Salmon support a unique and irreplaceable way of life throughout the Pacific Northwest. They are a
keystone species bringing nutrients from the ocean back to high mountain streams where they are a critical food
source for both plants and animals. 

Idaho is the epicenter of Salmon and Steelhead survival in the Columbia river drainage, it contains thousands of
miles of high elevation streams that provide pristine, climate change resistant spawning habitat for anadromous fish.
Sadly, however wild anadromous fish runs are in horrific decline and wild fish are near extinction in Idaho. What’s
is the major cause of the decline? It is the existence of the four Snake River dams in Washington and the numerous
other dams along the Snake River. These dams posse a insurmountable barriers to the Steelheed and Salmon, these
magnificent fish are simply unable to reach hundereds of miles of native spawning habitat which prohibits them 
from being able to complete their life cycle.

Recent dam removal success stories have demonstrated that restoring free flowing rivers helps restore entire river
ecosystems. Where large dams have been removed, fish health and habitat have recovered even faster than scientists
have predicted. Examples of this are the White Salmon and Elwha rivers in Washington. An additional benefit to the
restoration of a healthy free flowing river is revitalized riparian related commercial enterprises and recreational
pursuits.

As and Idahoan I, firmly believe that is time to remove the four dams on the lower Snake River and consider
removal of other dams along the Snake River such as Hell’s Canyon, Oxbow and Brownlee Dams. Various
government agencies spend approximately 600 million dollars a year on trying to keep anadromous salmonid
numbers viable and they are failing; there are simple to many dams for these fish to navigate.

We don't need these dams anymore, but we do need to bring back our irreplaceable wild salmon and steelhead. If we
neglect to remove these dams the science is clear; Idaho’s wild anadromous fish, our prized Idahoan Chinook,
Sockeye and Steelhead will become extinct. I hope that the committee will do all they can to support restoring our
wild fish runs and do what is necessary to save these iconic fish for all of us to enjoy for generations to come.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Roper

2556 9th Ave East,
Twin Falls, Idaho

mailto:danielleeroper@gmail.com
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From: Gene Spangrude
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Re: Snake River Water Temperature Data Collection
Date: Saturday, November 16, 2019 3:46:25 AM

I request that this Link to a United States Geological Survey Mean Daily Temperature Summary for the
Snake River at Anatone; be added to my prior comments as well:

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/dvstat?
referred_module=sw&amp;site_no=13334300&amp;por_13334300_180457=1181002,00010,180457,1994-
10-01,2019-07-16&amp;format=html_table&amp;stat_cds=mean_va&amp;date_format=YYYY-MM-
DD&amp;rdb_compression=value&amp;submitted_form=parameter_selection_list 

A Temperature value of 20 Degrees C (68 Degrees F) is often given as a 'Critical Temperature' for Salmon
survival.

The data summary at the above link shows that the 'Mean Daily Temperature' for the Snake River at the
USGS Anatone Gage location exceeds 20 Degrees C for much of July, all of August, and much of
September; based on the available data for the Anatone Location.

The Anatone Gage is an indicator of the 'Snake River inflowing conditions' to the four Lower Snake River
Projects.  Its data shows that the Snake River's Mean Daily Temperatures are above the 20 Degrees C
thresh-hold for extended periods of time; even upstream of the four Lower Snake River Projects.

Hopefully this information will be thoughtfully considered as part of the current interest in the future of
the four Lower Snake River Projects.

Gene Spangrude
  

On Thu, Nov 14, 2019 at 7:10 AM Species Conservation <Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov> wrote:

Gene,

 

I will add the info from your previous email to the public comment you submitted on 11/13/19 to the Governor’s Salmon
Workgroup. Thank you for your interest in Idaho salmon recovery.

 

Irina Voyce | Administrative Assistant

Governor’s Office of Species Conservation

208-332-1550
species.idaho.gov

 

From: Gene Spangrude <geneandcassie@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 8:02 AM
To: Species Conservation <Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov>
Subject: Snake River Water Temperature Data Collection

 

On the one hand, Snake River Water Temperatures are a matter of current concern in 2019; as can be
seen from the recent letter from approximately 55 Scientists to various Policy Makers; regarding Water
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Temperatures on the Lower Snake River; especially as related to the Lower Snake River Projects.

 

The Year 2015 is often mentioned as being a 'Year of Recent Concern/Interest' with respect to Water
Temperatures in the Snake River Basin.

 

On the other hand, basic Water Temperature Data Collection was terminated at the Snake River near
Weiser, Idaho; data collection station soon after the 2015 runoff season; as can be seen at this link to the
USGS Snake River near Weiser web site:

 

    https://nwis.waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv/?
cb_00010=on&cb_00060=on&format=gif_default&site_no=13269000&period=&begin_date=2015-05-
01&end_date=2016-04-30

 

The apparent reason for the termination of Water Temperature Data Collection given at the Web Site is a
'Loss of Funding.'

 

The Snake River at Weiser location is an indicator of the Snake River's 'inflowing conditions' to the
downstream Hells Canyon Projects; and ultimately to the Lower Snake River Projects as well.  Given
the current regional interest in 'Water Temperatures' it is somewhat interesting to see that this Water
Temperature data collection can no longer be afforded at this location on the Snake River.

 

Hopefully the funding for the collection of this Water Parameter can be restored and data collection
resumed; given the importance of Water Temperatures on the Lower Snake River.

 

Gene Spangrude
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From: Gene Spangrude
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Re: Snake River Water Temperature Data Collection
Date: Saturday, November 16, 2019 10:44:36 AM

I request that this Link to a report on Lower Snake River Temperature Modeling in the Year 2015 be added
to my prior submittals:

https://www.columbiariverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/2017/08/Computer-modeling-shows-that-Lower-
Snake-River-dams-caused-dangerously-hot-water-for-salmon-in-2015-final.pdf  

The report at the above link does illustrate my prior thoughts submitted to the Idaho Website regarding 2015
Snake River Water Temperatures; in that this report apparently does not include  the Snake River at Weiser
Gage information in its analysis.

As can be seen from the Water Temperature information at the Weiser Gage link I previously submitted,
even at upstream locations on the Snake River, such as the Weiser Gage location, the 2015 Snake River
Water Temperatures
exceeded the 68 Degree F (20 Degree C) thresh hold suitable for Salmon Survival. 

I do believe that this upstream boundary condition for Snake RIver Water Temperatures at Weiser is very
relevant to discussions about the Lower Snake River Water Temperatures;  and request that it be made part
of the current discussions
concerning the future of the Lower Snake River Projects.

Gene Spangrude

On Sat, Nov 16, 2019 at 2:46 AM Gene Spangrude <geneandcassie@gmail.com> wrote:
I request that this Link to a United States Geological Survey Mean Daily Temperature Summary for the
Snake River at Anatone; be added to my prior comments as well:

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/dvstat?
referred_module=sw&amp;site_no=13334300&amp;por_13334300_180457=1181002,00010,180457,1994-
10-01,2019-07-16&amp;format=html_table&amp;stat_cds=mean_va&amp;date_format=YYYY-MM-
DD&amp;rdb_compression=value&amp;submitted_form=parameter_selection_list 

A Temperature value of 20 Degrees C (68 Degrees F) is often given as a 'Critical Temperature' for Salmon
survival.

The data summary at the above link shows that the 'Mean Daily Temperature' for the Snake River at the
USGS Anatone Gage location exceeds 20 Degrees C for much of July, all of August, and much of
September; based on the available data for the Anatone Location.

The Anatone Gage is an indicator of the 'Snake River inflowing conditions' to the four Lower Snake River
Projects.  Its data shows that the Snake River's Mean Daily Temperatures are above the 20 Degrees C
thresh-hold for extended periods of time; even upstream of the four Lower Snake River Projects.

Hopefully this information will be thoughtfully considered as part of the current interest in the future of
the four Lower Snake River Projects.

Gene Spangrude
  

On Thu, Nov 14, 2019 at 7:10 AM Species Conservation <Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov> wrote:

Gene,
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I will add the info from your previous email to the public comment you submitted on 11/13/19 to the Governor’s Salmon
Workgroup. Thank you for your interest in Idaho salmon recovery.

 

Irina Voyce | Administrative Assistant

Governor’s Office of Species Conservation

208-332-1550
species.idaho.gov

 

From: Gene Spangrude <geneandcassie@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 8:02 AM
To: Species Conservation <Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov>
Subject: Snake River Water Temperature Data Collection

 

On the one hand, Snake River Water Temperatures are a matter of current concern in 2019; as can be
seen from the recent letter from approximately 55 Scientists to various Policy Makers; regarding Water
Temperatures on the Lower Snake River; especially as related to the Lower Snake River Projects.

 

The Year 2015 is often mentioned as being a 'Year of Recent Concern/Interest' with respect to Water
Temperatures in the Snake River Basin.

 

On the other hand, basic Water Temperature Data Collection was terminated at the Snake River near
Weiser, Idaho; data collection station soon after the 2015 runoff season; as can be seen at this link to the
USGS Snake River near Weiser web site:

 

    https://nwis.waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv/?
cb_00010=on&cb_00060=on&format=gif_default&site_no=13269000&period=&begin_date=2015-05-
01&end_date=2016-04-30

 

The apparent reason for the termination of Water Temperature Data Collection given at the Web Site is a
'Loss of Funding.'

 

The Snake River at Weiser location is an indicator of the Snake River's 'inflowing conditions' to the
downstream Hells Canyon Projects; and ultimately to the Lower Snake River Projects as well.  Given
the current regional interest in 'Water Temperatures' it is somewhat interesting to see that this Water
Temperature data collection can no longer be afforded at this location on the Snake River.

 

Hopefully the funding for the collection of this Water Parameter can be restored and data collection
resumed; given the importance of Water Temperatures on the Lower Snake River.
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Gene Spangrude

 



Governor’s Salmon Workgroup
Public Comment Form

Comments to the Governor’s Salmon Workgroup will be accepted in-person or by email 
submitted to species@osc.idaho.gov  

Date:

Name:

Phone:

Email: 

Comments:

November 19, 2019

Will Tiedemann

208-559-0370

wktiedemann@gmail.com

My name is Will Tiedemann. I was born and raised in Boise, and I currently still live and work in
Boise as an environmental engineer. I am an avid member of Idaho’s outdoor community having
spent countless hours rafting, hiking, biking and camping through the many corners of Idaho’s
outdoor landscapes.  Most relevantly, I have spent the majority of my life whitewater rafting with
my family and friends through the wild rivers of Idaho, including the Main and Middlefork of the
Salmon.  The survival of Idaho’s Salmon is a cause I truly care about.

The science is clear, human impact on Salmon populations and their environment is the primary
cause of their dire situation. However, what is not clear is how our society, and more specifically,
Idahoans will respond. I am disappointed that the November 19th meeting of the Governor’s
Salmon Working Group has decided not to offer in-person public comment. However, instead I
have taken the time today to prepare these short written comments with a single focus in mind;
legacy. Advocacy for Salmon populations involves hundreds of thousands of individuals. Be it
outfitters, anglers, rafters, conservationists, and recreationists, each has a specific and unique
interest in seeing Idaho’s Salmon populations return to their former magnificence.  Yet, today in
Idaho, perhaps no individuals have a greater opportunity to influence the lawmakers who will
decide the fate of Idaho’s Salmon then just the few members of the Governor’s Working Group.
The ultimate outcome and recommendations of the Governor’s Working Group will affect not just
the hundreds of thousands listed above, but each and every person born after them into the same
roles, interests and values who believe in the survival of Salmon. At this perspective, we are now
talking about millions and millions of future individuals who, considering the current state of
affairs, many never get to experience Idaho’s Salmon at all, unless action is taken. Should action
fail and Idaho’s Salmon populations lapse into extinction, I imagine this point in the long story of
Salmon’s eventual end will be looked back on with sadness, frustration and anger. Idahoans will
ask, what went wrong, and how did this happen? When all there is left of Salmon is aquarium
stocks and stories, Idahoans will ask, what could have been done but wasn’t?  While each Idahoan
has a shared and collective responsibility in Salmon’s survival, I ask what legacy do those with
some of the most power in Salmon’s fate choose to leave behind?



From: Sarah Harris
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Copy of Comments made in Twin Falls, 10-30-2019
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 10:36:27 AM

October 30,2019
Twin Falls, Idaho
Governor Little’s Salmon Workgroup Meeting

My name is Sarah Harris. I reside at 1467 Falls Ave W in Twin Falls, ID. I was born and
raised in Hailey Idaho into a family of erstwhile, and not very good hunters and
fishermen. My dad preferred salmon caught in the ocean rather than those caught in the
Sawtooth Basin that were, according to him, worn out and mushy, having traveled three
miles short of 900 miles to get to our neck of the woods. Consequently, we ate a lot of
trout and very little salmon at our house.

As a kid I am certain that I caught many a Sockeye smolt, along with shinners in Redfish
lake. We carried them around in buckets and put them in little “lakes” that we dug in the
sand. I have vivid memories of seeing Sockeye returning to their natal waters. In 1969,
on a school field trip we drove over Galena Summit to watch Sockeye struggle up the
rapids on Redfish Lake Creek between the Salmon River and Little Redfish Lake. There
weren’t very many. Maybe we arrived too late in the season, or maybe it was due to the
Ice Harbor or Lower Monumental Dams. Regardless, it was an amazing sight to see.

Between 1983 and 1987 we lived in Challis. During that time, we visited the newly-
opened Sawtooth Fish Hatchery several times and were bamboozled into believing that
hatcheries were the answer to declining salmon and steelhead runs. My husband spent
many a winter day standing on the shelf ice at Shoup fishing for steelhead. I learned to
tie steelhead flies at the Challis Public library and watched angler’s cars driving up and
down 93, and fishing holes crowded with anglers and anchored drift boats.

While attending graduate school in 2000, I did a literature review on Sockeye recovery.
Four factors were implicated in salmon decline: hydropower dams, over-harvesting,
habitat degradation and hatcheries. Although dams were deemed the major culprit, and
bypass the best answer to solve the crisis, power companies, and state and federal
agencies have spent billions to AVIOD bypassing or breaching dams, to no avail. Harvest
is at an all-time low, not due to increased regulation of commercial and sport fisheries,
but because there are simply no fish to catch. Bonneville Power has spent nearly 17
BILLION dollars on improving hatcheries, on fish passage projects and habitat
restoration. Still no fish. We have flushed them and barged them and still no fish. It is
time to restore healthy runs of Snake River Salmon, and possibly save southern resident
orcas from extinction. It is time to breach the four lower Salmon dams and at the same
time increase flows over the Columbia River Dams.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Harris
1467 Falls Ave W
Twin Falls, ID 83301

mailto:idabirder@gmail.com
mailto:Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov


Governor’s Salmon Workgroup 
Public Comment Form 

 

Comments to the Governor’s Salmon Workgroup will be accepted in-person or by email 
submitted to species@osc.idaho.gov  

Date:   

Name:   

Phone: 
  

Email:    
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11/19/2019

Reese R Hodges

(208)-371-7947

reeseh88@gmail.com

Dear Governor Little and Governor's Salmon Workgroup Members,

My name is Reese Hodges, and I am a guide on the Middle Fork of the Salmon River. I grew up in
Boise, and despite some time away, I returned each summer to guide people down our
world-renowned river canyons. Like most Idahoans, I am an advocate for our wild salmon.

We face the possibility of watching Idaho's wild salmon go extinct. I commend the efforts of
Governor Little to establish this workgroup and include the voices of various stakeholders to find
collaborative solutions to this crisis. Idaho's deep connection to salmon is evident. Here lies the
best habitat in the Columbia Basin for wild Chinook, Steelhead, and Sockeye. Generations of
Idahoans hold a reverence for these fish and the abundance brought by their migration to the upper
reaches of the Salmon and Clearwater Rivers.

The intrinsic value alone is enough to take bold action. However, there is much more to the case.
Idaho's rural communities along the river corridors have economies that are directly linked to our
salmon and steelhead. The recent closures have illuminated the economic impact; empty motels,
restaurants, and outfitters and guides out of work. With over 16 billion dollars spent on recovery
efforts since 1980, and a continuing downward trend in wild salmon populations, it is clear that we
must consider a different solution. Maintaining the status quo would be a diservice to all Idahoans
and our wildlife; especially when the opportunity for change lies ahead.

I encourage you to consider what Idahoans, your constituents, value in leadership. Consider whose
names and faces are carved into stone and cast in bronze. Senator Church and Governor Andrus
took bold action to protect wilderness, rivers, wildlife, and Idaho communities. Their efforts took
an immense amount of courage, and their legacy will be honored as long as our capitol stands.

Are you willing to be bold? Are you willing to stand up for Idahoans? If so, perhaps you will be
remembered like Senator Church and Governor Andrus; and your legacy will be seen, felt, and
honored. If not, perhaps you will be forgotten, or worse yet, remembered as those who let our
salmon disappear. I encourage you to summon the courage and take this opporunity to stand up for
Idaho, and take down the lower four Snake River Dams.



From: J. Kahle Becker
To: Species Conservation
Subject: My comments for Salmon/Steehead working group
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 2:37:36 PM
Attachments: Public-Comment-Form-Salmon-Workgroup.pdf

Since OSC has denied the public the opportunity to testify and ask questions at the Boise meeting of
the salmon and steelhead working group, I hereby submit my comments in writing.  I also ask OSC,
and whoever is controlling this process, to reconsider this decision on denying treasure valley
residents the opportunity to provide public testimony.  It seems as though treasure valley residents
are being considered second class citizens.  This further reinforces the perception that the state of
Idaho is beholden to agricultural interests and does not care about the future of these iconic fish.
 
 
 
 
J. Kahle Becker 
Eagles Center
223 N. 6th Street, # 325,
Boise, Idaho 83702
Phone: 208-345-8466
Fax: (208) 906-8663
kahle@kahlebeckerlaw.com
http://www.kahlebeckerlaw.com 
 
 
****CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email contains confidential information that is protected by the
attorney-client and/or work product privilege, and that is exempt from disclosure under applicable
law.  It is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named as recipients.  If you are not the
intended recipient of this email, please notify the sender, please do not deliver, distribute or copy
this email, or disclose its contents, or take any action in reliance on the information it contains.
 
 

mailto:kahle@kahlebeckerlaw.com
mailto:Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov
mailto:kahle@kahlebeckerlaw.com
http://www.kahlebeckerlaw.com/
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Kahle Becker


208-340-0231


kahlebecker@gmail.com


I question why the state is keeping Jim Yost in his position. Clearly his lack of leadership has 
failed Idaho sportsmen. Salmon and Steelhead can not wait for Mr. Yost to coast to retirement 
doing what he has acomplished for years, nothing.  Its time for a change.  Appoint someone who 
actually cares about the survival of these iconic species and who is ready to push for the changes 
and practical solutions we need to keep these fish coming back to Idaho.  


Also, please explain why Idaho opposed Oregon's request to install fish passage over Hells 
Canyon dam during the last round of FERC relicensing. Seeking legislative approval to 
reintroduce a native species into its native habitat is just ridiculous. Clearly the legislature is 
beholden to agricultural interests and does not care about river communities or sportsmen. 
Installing a Salmon Cannon over these 2 dams would not impact a single farmer or rancher in any 
negative way. Please consider fish passage at Hells Canyon and Oxbow as one simple deliverable 
this working group could easily provide.
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I question why the state is keeping Jim Yost in his position. Clearly his lack of leadership has 
failed Idaho sportsmen. Salmon and Steelhead can not wait for Mr. Yost to coast to retirement 
doing what he has acomplished for years, nothing.  Its time for a change.  Appoint someone who 
actually cares about the survival of these iconic species and who is ready to push for the changes 
and practical solutions we need to keep these fish coming back to Idaho.  

Also, please explain why Idaho opposed Oregon's request to install fish passage over Hells 
Canyon dam during the last round of FERC relicensing. Seeking legislative approval to 
reintroduce a native species into its native habitat is just ridiculous. Clearly the legislature is 
beholden to agricultural interests and does not care about river communities or sportsmen. 
Installing a Salmon Cannon over these 2 dams would not impact a single farmer or rancher in any 
negative way. Please consider fish passage at Hells Canyon and Oxbow as one simple deliverable 
this working group could easily provide.

 



From: John Sigler
To: Species Conservation
Cc: John Sigler
Subject: Governor"s Salmon Work Group
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 9:00:48 PM

OSC
Now running to nearly 40 years when the dam defenders first offered up barges and trucks and "surge flows" to
promote migration. Millions spent on these efforts and studies. Reservoirs and dams are both death traps for adults
and smolts alike.  I worked on adult steelhead losses in the McNary Pool while working on a Ph.D. in Fisheries
Biology and Management at the University of Idaho.  Even then the discussions at Dworshack Hatchery and the
lower Snake Dams centered on the futility of the above noted process.  Stocks would continue to decline.  Now they
have declined to near extinction levels.  What more evidence does the Governor need?
One conclusion in 2019: breach the dams.

jws
John W. Sigler, Ph.D.
Pocatello, Idaho
Environmental Scientist
Over every MOUNTAIN  there is a path, although it may not be seen from the VALLEY.
Theodore Roethke

Listening is a gesture full of grace. Grumbine. 

mailto:johnsinidaho@gmail.com
mailto:Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov
mailto:johnsinidaho@gmail.com


From: Alan Hausrath
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Salmon Recovery
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2019 4:04:50 PM

Dear Members of the Governor's Salmon Workgroup,

I write you not as an expert in any area of salmon science or the politics surrounding it, but as
an ordinary Idaho citizen and grandfather.  As an Idaho citizen, I know that Idaho without
salmon isn't Idaho.  As a grandfather, I know that I want my grandchildren to be able to see
salmon and fish for them when they are old enough.

I've looked at the data and I see that we generally spend more and more each year to recover
salmon, yet we generally get less and less fish returning.  We've tried barging; we've tried
trucking; we've tried flushing, yet the same thing happens every year--less fish.  One
definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting a different
result.

Let's not be insane about this; let's finally try something different.  Let's stop wasting the
money we're currently wasting and, instead, breach the dams and make the Snake River
system like the Yakima River system which only has the four Columbia River dams between
it and the ocean and gets much better returns.

We don't need the small amount of power the four lower Snake River dams generate, wind and
solar are abundant in our region.  The irrigators will still have water, just it will be a little
lower.  Wheat farmers will still be able to get their product to market.  We can make Lewiston
whole with an Idaho plan that works for people and fish and builds a river economy there to
replace the dying barging industry.

River restoration is key, so let's breach the dams and restore salmon to their rightful place in
Idaho.

Sincerely,

Alan Hausrath
1820 N. 7th Street
Boise, ID  83702

mailto:arhausrath@gmail.com
mailto:Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov


From: Don Vernon
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Salmon and Steelhead Below Recovery Levels
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 10:00:00 AM

In 2019, salmon and steelhead returns were significantly below recovery goals for Idaho’s
endangered salmon and steelhead.  The amounts are dramatic regarding the recovery of these fish.
Sockeye returns were 97% below recovery goals. Fall chinook was 76% below recovery goals.
Spring/summer chinook returns were 70% below recovery goals. While steelhead were a dismal 66%
below recovery goals. Actions are needed now to meet recovery goals. Idaho Fish and Game
expressed they hope the sockeye salmon will increase and return back to Idaho.  Hope and
ineffective actions have caused the salmon returns to be significantly below recovery levels.  The
lower Snake River (Lower Granite, Little Goose, Lower Monumental, and Ice Harbor) and four dams
on the Columbia River (McNary, John Day, The Dalles, and Bonneville) limit passage for juveniles
migrating to the ocean and for adults returning to spawn. In addition, the hydropower system
development and operations reduce mainstem habitat quality, affecting both juvenile and adult
migration.  Since these dams and their operations are a primary threat to the viability of Snake River
salmon and steelhead and because Idaho’s salmon and steelhead populations have continued to
decline, it is now time for the Corps of Engineers to be directed by our elected officials to initiate
dam breaching. Dam breaching should start on the lower Snake River to achieve delisting of Idaho’s
endangered salmon and steelhead.

Thanks.
 
Don Vernon
Middleton, ID
(208) 401-6183

mailto:vern2dkv@gmail.com
mailto:Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov


From: Erin Hord
To: Species Conservation
Subject: Public Comment about the salmon and steelhead issue
Date: Monday, December 2, 2019 9:20:46 AM

Hello, 

My name is Erin Hord, and my phone number is 440-339-4503. 

I believe that in order to protect and preserve the ecosystems of the northwest United States,
salmon and steelhead need to be replenished. Salmon are a keystone species, and they provide
nutrients for a countless number of plants and animals. Having seen the demise of the
Southern Resident population of orcas myself this past summer working as a Naturalist in the
San Juan Islands, I can say that salmon are absolutely crucial to their survival. The lower four
Snake River dams need to be removed in order to let these powerful fish reach their spawning
grounds, so that their offspring can return to the sea. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Erin Hord 

mailto:erinhord18@gmail.com
mailto:Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov
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	Date: November 13,2019
	Name: James Irwin
	Phone: (208) 308-2558
	Email: irwinjs@slhs.org
	Comments 1: I am a physician and medical educator living in the Magic Valley.  I have enjoyed salmon and steelhead fishing here in Idaho for decades in spite of dwindling returns.We have frittered away untold millions on barging and other ineffective limpid palliative attempts at remediation as our fish flirt with extinction. It is past time to face reality. The only biologically sound path to recovery is the removal of dams- specifically Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental, Little Goose, and lower Granite. Idaho has paid dearly for the destruction of a formerly vibrant lucrative fishery while reaping little or no benefit from these dams.  The economic benefit of robust salmon and steelhead returns far outweighs the little power generation from these dams.  Grain can be easily shipped by rail. Do the right thing.  REMOVE THE DAMS!


