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Public Comment

The public is invited to provide comment to the Roadless Commission. Comment on a specific project may be provided during that project update. If you wish to comment on a specific project during that project’s update, simply use the “raise your hand” feature and you will be called upon to comment.
	
	
	



More general public comment may be provided at the allotted time on the agenda. If you wish to provide comment at the allotted public comment time, you must express your intent to comment in the chat feature and you will be placed on a list and called upon when it is your turn to provide comment. If no members of the public register for public comment and the Commission has concluded the rest of the agenda items, the Commission may adjourn. Written comment may also be provided by email at Species.Conservation@osc.idaho.gov.
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NOTES

December 9, 2025
Virtual and In Person Meeting 

Introductions: 
Commission Members present: Jim Caswell, Mike Hanna, Brad Gilbert, Bill Higgins, Sherry Maupin, Alan Prouty, Blair Dance, Dan Dinning, John Robision. 
Forest Service: Allison Ginn, Chris Moyer, Christopher Carlton
Other: Darren Parker (Senator Risch), Jace Hogg (OSC), Mike Edmondson (OSC), Rob Mason (The Wilderness Society), Sandra Mitchell (Idaho Recreation Council), Karen Crosby (Idaho Recreation Council), Chuck Roady (Advisor to the Governor), Alex Ernst (IDPR)
SECTION I: Welcome and Business Meeting 
Call to Order/Preliminary Action Items - 9:00am – 10:15am AM MT 

Welcoming Remarks:
· Welcome/Introductions/New Members/Appointments ………………………....................... Jim Caswell
· Three commission members are at the end of their appointment: Mike Hanna, Dan Dinning, and Blair Dance. They can choose to request re-appointment or end their service on the Commission. They have until February 6th, 2026, to let the Chair and Co-Chair know their decision. 

· Review and Approve Spring 2025 Meeting Minutes………………………………………............. Jim Caswell 
· Motion = Prouty, Seconded = Hanna. Motion Carries.

· Federalism Committee and DOGE Committee ………………………..................................... Jim Caswell
· Caswell gave an overview of the 11/14 meeting of the Idaho Legislature’s Federalism Committee, where the Idaho Roadless Rule was discussed. Caswell explained that there have been misconceptions about the Idaho Rule discussed as of late, such as no projects being completed in Roadless areas, when in fact over 485 projects have been implemented since 2008, with roughly 9 being completed in the CPZ. There was discussion around whether there has been any word from the State Legislature about a resolution regarding the rescission of the Roadless Rule (none so far) or if there was any indication from DC about rescinding the Idaho Rule (none so far). 
· Caswell and OSC Administrator Mike Edmondson discussed the recent Idaho DOGE Committee meeting this fall, and how a potential merger of OSC and OEMR could impact the Commission. No impact is likely if the merger was to happen. 

· Pilot Project Revisit......................................................................................................... Jim Caswell
· The Commission decided it was timely to restart the Pilot Project, since Phase I was completed and is awaiting adoption from the Forest Service. Caswell gave the Commission until 12/16 to review the follow-up letter to the Forest Service regarding Phase I implementation. 
· Phase II of the Pilot Project is going to use GIS to analyze communities at risk from wildfire, proximity to IRA, what management theme is nearby, and what work the Forest Service has completed near these communities. This will require data from the FS, GIS done by OSC, and capturing new communities that have grown since the list of communities at risk was included in the 2003 HFRA bill. This effort coincides with the fact that the Nez Perce Clearwater National Forest has to adjust the boundaries of 63,000 acres of existing IRAs as well as change two IRA themes due to the new Forest Plan. Commissioners Prouty, Gilbert, Hanna, and Dinning all voiced support for starting Phase II, and Robison pointed out the Poison Rock Field trip the Commission took this summer was a good example of understanding how the right theme in the right place creates good outcomes. 
· Staffing, New Notes/Forms, and IRC Dec 2024 Letter Update……................................. Allison Ginn
· The Forest Service gave an update about who in DC (Steve Stadleman) is tracking the Dec 2024 letter form the Commission regarding Phase I, and there was a suggestion to include a request to meet with the Forest Service Chief in the follow up letter. 
· There is a separate process currently underway to change the name of an IRA due to its derogatory name, following federal regulation to do so on public lands. 


















Section II: Project Updates and New Projects

Regular Agenda –PROJECT UPDATES AND NEW PROJECTS – 10:30 AM – 1:00 PM MT (9:30 AM –12:00 PM PT)

[bookmark: _Toc1435162474][bookmark: _Toc1531981026][bookmark: _Toc983375558]Boise National Forest
SWIRL Project Implementation............................................................................ Informal Update
Poison Rock Project Implementation................................................................... Informal Update
Verbal Updates:
SWIRL (Project was signed on December 22, 2025) 
Motion to Bring Back: None
	Project:  Poison Rock

	District: Cascade
	Roadless Area:   Poison Rock – Backcountry Restoration

	Status: Decision signed 10/17/25 
	Project Lead:  Allison Ginn, allison.ginn@usda.gov

	Project Summary:  The decision approves salvage (96 acres in IRA) and commercial thinning/density management (31 acres in IRA) within the Rock fire footprint with retention of large snags (generally >20 inches dbh); construction of 0.62 miles of temporary road within the IRA for product removal; hazard tree mitigation within 200’ of existing open public roads and an area (~7 acres) used by out-of-bounds skiers; and regeneration.

Rule Reference
Proposed activities in the Poison Creek Roadless Area are allowable under the 2008 Idaho Roadless Rule (36 CFR Part 294 Subpart C). The Rule states cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration under identified circumstances to reduce hazardous fuel conditions within the community protection zone or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire effects. Additionally, temporary road construction or road reconstruction may be authorized for community protection zone activities if the community protection objectives cannot be reasonably accomplished without a temporary road.
Summary
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: Yes (0.6 miles in BCR)
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes, salvage logging.
3. Discretionary Minerals: No 
4. Modification or Correction: No   
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Payette National Forest
Granite Goose Landscape Restoration Project…………………………………………………… Update/Status

Motion to Bring Back: None
	Project:  Granite Goose Landscape Restoration Project 

	District:  McCall & New Meadows Ranger Districts 

	Roadless Area:  French Creek (Backcountry Restoration and Primitive); Patrick Butte (Forest Plan Special Area and Primitive) 


	Status:  Waiting to release EA for objection – the regional office is working on the schedule for objections. 
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: December 2024 pages 46-56 
	Project Lead:  Dana Harris, New Meadows District Ranger, Dana.Harris@usda.gov 


	Project Summary:  Vegetation removal activities proposed within both IRAs include prescribed fire, non-commercial thinning, shaded fuel breaks, sanitation and salvage of Balsam woolly adelgid (BWA) impacted fir stands, regeneration treatments, whitebark pine restoration treatments, meadow restoration, and aspen treatments. Vegetation treatments will only be implemented to reduce hazardous fuels, reduce dead and dying trees impacted by balsam woolly adelgid (BWA), or for restoration of whitebark pine, aspen, and meadows. Treatments may be commercial or non-commercial and may be carried out with or without heavy equipment. All vegetation treatments may be followed by some level of prescribed fire (pile burning, jackpot burning and/or low-severity broadcast burning) to reduce competing understory conifers. 

1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No new road construction or road reconstruction is proposed. 

2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Timber cutting, sale, and removal is proposed in the Patrick Butte and French Creek IRAs. Vegetation would be cut through mechanized and non-mechanized means. All vegetation treatments may be followed by some level of prescribed fire (pile burning, jackpot burning and/or low-severity broadcast burning) and incidental tree cutting and removal may occur to implement burns safely and efficiently in IRAs. Tree cutting could occur incidental to streambank, wetland, riparian, and meadow restoration activities. 

3. Discretionary Minerals: No. 

4. Modification or Correction: No. 

Project Milestone/Timeline:  Expect that the project will go out for objection in spring 2025 (currently pushed back to fall 2025) – this is fully dependent on Washington Office discussions regarding travel management in the project and the current Office of the Secretary pause on all travel management. (Update - Travel management component was briefed and approved.)


	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception? No
	Exception: N/A

	Commission Discussion: Robison: When is the signature expected for this project? February 2026. ICL will review the objection period as well as proposed Primitive IRA treatments, and the FS did review and clarify the incidental language that was previously commented on by ICL. 


Sawtooth National Forest
Elk Meadows Trail Reroute and Habitat Restoration....…....................................... Update/Status

Motion to Bring Back: None
	Project:  Elk Meadows Trail Reroute and Habitat Restoration 

	District: SNRA 
	Roadless Area:   Hanson Lakes – Wildland Recreation, Primitive and Forest Plan Special Area

	Status:  Developing Proposal 
 
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: 
	Project Lead:  James Paris, Fish Biologist, james.paris@usda.gov 

	Project Summary:  The purpose of this project is to remove a current, motorized trail that exists in a large wetland-meadow complex and reroute it through an upland forested area. In addition, low-tech interventions will be installed within damaged areas of the meadow to rehabilitate hydrogeomorphic function and fish and wildlife habitat.
Need for this project arises because the location and orientation of the current trail facilitates the establishment of a network of trails across the wetland-meadow complex and its stream channels, often used by motorbikes, which is driving: 1) destruction of wet meadow vegetation and soils, 2) over-widening of surface water channels and increased bank erosion at stream crossings, and 3) degradation of fish and wildlife habitats. Removing the current trail through the meadow, decommissioning it, and rehabilitating certain problematic locations are anticipated to improve ecological integrity of the wet meadow ecosystem.
The proposal contains three actions to improve the trail system for both motorized and non-motorized use, while protecting and improving meadow system functions within the Elk Creek meadow complex.
 
1. Replace the segment of Elk Mtn Trail #628 through Elk Meadows with a new trail on the north side of the meadow. Decommission approximately 2.8 miles of trail #628 through the meadows between the junction with Elk Meadow/Park Creek Trail #853 and Bench Creek-Stanley Creek Trail #624. Construct 4.8 miles of new trail connecting Elk Meadows Trailhead to Bench Creek-Stanley Creek Trail #624 on the north side of the meadows.
2. Decommission and reclaim the abandoned trail where it enters the meadow in the south and exits the meadow in the northwest removing and/or, roughening and revegetating to restore the resource to a natural condition and dissuade user groups from using the decommissioned section of trail.
3. Restoration and/or improvement of ecological functions and reduction of conifers, specifically lodgepole pine encroachment, within the meadow complex reach boundaries. Actions consist of the construction of low-tech process-based structures such as beaver dam analogs (BDAs), Post Assisted Log Structures (PALS) and/or similar low-tech structures. The proposal also includes the strategic felling of conifers trees within the meadow complex and use that material for instream habitat for resident fish and/or as part of the construction of low-tech structures and girdling select trees in the meadow to both reduce encroachment and provide snags for wildlife use.  This treatment would provide additional instream habitat structure, material for beavers in the system to use in their dam building, while treating the 
threat of encroachment.

 Wildland Recreation Rule Reference
36 CFR 294.24(a)(1) – The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is prohibited in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Wild Land Recreation under this subpart, except For personal or administrative use, as provided for in 36 CFR part 223
 
36 CFR 223.2(a) – For construction, maintenance or repair of roads, bridges, trails, telephone lines, fences, recreation areas or other improvements of value for the protection or the administration of Federal lands.
 
Primitive Rule Reference
36 CFR 294.24(b)(1)(ii) – The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is prohibited in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as a Special Area of Historic or Tribal Significance or as Primitive under this subpart, except to maintain or restore the characteristics of ecosystem composition, structure, and processes

Summary
5. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No
6. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes, primarily lodgepole pine and non-commercial.
7. Discretionary Minerals: No 
8. Modification or Correction: No
Timeline: 
1. Complete Project Initiation Letter (December 2025)
2. Present proposed action to Sawtooth National Forest Level 1 team for streamlined ESA consultation (Winter/Spring 2026)
3. Conduct ecological surveys for ESA-listed species and their habitat (Summer 2025) Completed
4. ESA consultation completed and letters of concurrence received from the services (Spring 2026)
5. Executed Finding of Applicability and no extraordinary circumstances (May 2026)   
 

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception:  N/A

	Commission Discussion: None



Caribou-Targhee National Forest
Lower Portneuf Cooperative Vegetation Restoration Project ……………………….…… Update/Status

Motion to Bring Back: Lower Portneuf
Motion = Prouty. Second = Dinning 

	
Project:  Lower Portneuf Cooperative Vegetation Restoration Project   - June 2025 Meeting Update

	District:  Westside Ranger District  
	Roadless Area:  Scout Mountain Idaho Roadless Area (IRA) - Approximately 432 acres in Forest Plan Special Area, and 858 acres in Backcountry Restoration Themes; West Mink IRA – approximately 216 acres in General Forest, Rangeland, Grassland; 7,681 acres in Backcountry Restoration, and 843 acres in Forest Plan Special Area Themes. 

	Status:  In EA Comment Period 
 
	Project Lead: Arik Jorgensen, Caribou Zone Fuels Specialist 208-236-7500 

	Project Summary:  The project area consists of 32,697 acres of mixed conifer, Douglas-fir, aspen, maple, mixed woodlands, juniper, mahogany, grass, and mountain brush.  
Treatments are being proposed on approximately 12,185 acres (54% forested acres, 35% non-forested acres, and 11% woodland acres) within the project area. These vegetation management treatments can be divided into three categories: timber harvest with stand tending and prescribed fire, mechanical treatments combined with prescribed fire, and prescribed burning. 
 
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: Yes (6-8 miles in General Forest)
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes. Tree cutting within the Backcountry Restoration theme would be incidental to implement the project within the project area, both along control features as well as within identified treatment units with thinning, to create stand conditions resilient to future disturbance as well as promote aspen and of age class diversity. Tree cutting for commercial purposes and removal is confined within non-roadless areas in addition to select Forest Plan Special Areas around Scout Mountain, and the General Forest and Rangeland themes of the Idaho Roadless Rule. Any Forest Plan Special areas designated as RNA will not have temp roads or harvest allowed but some tree cutting would be incidental to fire line construction along established trails.  Note: The CPZ treatments were not commercially viable.
3. Discretionary Minerals: No  
4. Modification or Correction: No  
 
Project Milestone/Timeline: Draft EA comment period open until May 15. Estimated Draft Decision in January 2026. 

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception:  N/A

	Commission Discussion: Robinson: How many miles of temp roads are there, and is the project retaining large trees? FS: 6 – 8 miles of temporary roads total, and yes, there is design features to retain large trees. 


Salmon-Challis National Forest
Salmon-Challis: Verbal updates on Twelve Mile Trail Construction, Dump Salvage, Deep Rabbit Fuel Break implementation

NEW PROJECTS
Lucky Horseshoe REE Drilling…………………………………………………………………………….……Initial Briefing
Pepper Spring Sanitation…….…………………………………………………………………………….……Initial Briefing
Sheep Creek Trail Connector…………………………………………………………………………………..Initial Briefing
Buffalo Ridge Drift Fence………………………………………………………….…………………………….Initial Briefing
Challis Backyard Trails…………………………………………………………………………………………….Initial Briefing
Bull Creek Sanitation……………………………………………………………..……………………………….Initial Briefing
Trail Creek-Cherry Creek Reroute…………………………………………..……………………………….Initial Briefing 

Motion to Bring Back: None


















	Project: Lucky Horseshoe REE Drilling  

	District Leadore 
	Roadless Area:   Flume Creek – General Forest Rangeland, and Grassland

	Status: CE, FANEC expected Spring 2026
 
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: 
	Project Lead:  Kaitlyn Berckmann, Kaitlyn.Berckmann@usda.gov.

	Project Summary: The Lucky Horseshoe Rare Earth Element (REE) Drilling Project is globally located at 44.991268° N Latitude, -113.496382° W Longitude, approximately 20 miles southeast of Salmon, Idaho. The project area is off Flume Creek Road near the Lucky Horseshoe prospect area, within the McDevitt Mining District in Lemhi County. 
The Forest Service has received a proposal for rare earth element exploration drilling and is bound by law, regulation and policy to respond to Plans of Operations for mineral exploration on National Forest System (NFS) Lands. Under the General Mining Law of 1872, the Forest Service cannot prohibit reasonably necessary mining activities and must approve and administer plans that describe operations reasonably incident to logically sequenced mining operations.
The purpose of this action is to minimize adverse environmental impacts to surface resources by regulating the specific functions, work, and activities within the Plan of Operation. This proposal fulfills the mandate to comply with legal requirements, respond to the operator’s reasonable plan of operations as specified under 36 CFR 228.4, and to minimize adverse environmental impacts on National Forest surface resources under 36 CFR 228.8. 
The Forest Service proposes to authorize mineral exploration drilling activities for locatable minerals on NFS lands as outlined in the Operator’s Plan of Operations. Geologic core drilling would be conducted in the Lucky Horseshoe mining area, where existing surface disturbance such as adits, rock excavations, open cuts, dozer trenches, and existing access routes, already exist. Three drill pads are proposed over a 12-month exploration period, with up to five core holes drilled directionally at each pad. Activities would be focused within the previously disturbed areas, with no new road construction proposed. Access to the project area would use existing roads, including both non-system and system roads. 
Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: No
Rule References:   
36 CFR 294.25
(a) Nothing in this subpart shall be construed as restricting mineral leases, contracts, permits, and associated activities authorized prior to October 16, 2008.
(b) Nothing in this subpart shall affect mining activities conducted pursuant to the General Mining Law of 1872.
(e) General Forest, Rangeland, and Grassland. 
(1) For mineral leases, contracts, permits, and other associated activities authorized after October 16, 2008, the Forest Service will not recommend, authorize, or consent to road construction or reconstruction associated with mineral leases in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as General Forest, Rangeland, and Grassland theme; except such road construction or reconstruction may be authorized by the responsible official in association with phosphate deposits as described in Figure 3-20 in section 3.15 Minerals and Energy in the Roadless Area Conservation; National Forest System Lands in Idaho Final Environmental Impact Statement. Surface use or occupancy without road construction or reconstruction is permissible for all mineral leasing unless prohibited in the land management plan components.
36 CFR 294.26(c). Motorized equipment and mechanical transport. Nothing in this subpart shall be construed as affecting the use of motorized equipment and mechanical transport in Idaho Roadless Areas.
Summary:
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No. The project is not proposing any road construction or reconstruction.
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: No. The project is not proposing any timber cutting, sale or removal. forest product removal via commercial harvest, commercial thinning, and mastication.  
3. Discretionary Minerals: Yes. The activity falls under the General Mining Law of 1872.
4. Modification or Correction: No 
Timeline:
Public Scoping: January 2026
FANEC signed: Spring 2026
Implementation: Summer 2026

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception:  N/A

	 Most Recent Commission Discussion Notes: Robinson: What road base will be left after implementation? Caswell: This project is covered by the General Mining Act of 1872, so there is no overlap with the Idaho Roadless Rule. 









	Project: Pepper Spring Sanitation Project

	District Salmon-Cobalt 
	Roadless Area:   South Deep Creek—Backcountry Restoration

	Status: CE, FANEC expected January 2026
 
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: 
	Project Lead:  Nathan Meyer, Nathan.meyer@usda.gov

	Project Summary: The Pepper Spring Sanitation Project is located along the Ridge Road (FSR #60020) and the Deep Spring Road (FSR #60231), approximately 10 miles southwest of Salmon, Idaho. 
The project area lies in and adjacent to areas burned during the 2024 Red Rock Fire.  It is typical to see a post-fire population increase of mountain pine beetle and Douglas-fir bark beetle in areas impacted by wildfire for 2 to 5 years after a fire occurs.  Fire-injured trees are susceptible to bark beetle outbreak as insects are attracted to infest injured and stressed trees. Adjacent unburned stands remain susceptible to attack and population buildup of bark beetle, increasing the potential for insect populations to expand both within and outside the fire area.  
Commercial harvest on up to 250 acres would be used as silvicultural treatments to meet timber stand objectives. Harvest options include commercial thinning, individual tree selection harvest, shelterwood harvest, seed tree harvest, intermediate cut harvest, and clearcut harvest.  Harvest treatments would allow whole-tree yarding to designated landings where work crews would process trees and pile and burn the residual slash.
Approximately 35 acres of harvest are proposed in the South Deep Creek Backcountry Restoration Idaho Roadless Area.  
Project activities would have limited impact on the characteristics of the roadless area as the project would treat approximately 35 acres or 0.3% of the 12,647-acre South Deep Creek Roadless Area. Temporary noise from equipment would impact visitor experience and longer-term effects to natural integrity would occur until vegetation regenerates. However, project design features would minimize these effects and roadless characteristics would be maintained in the long-term. No special features or attractions have been identified in this roadless area. 
In units receiving seed tree, shelterwood, or clearcut treatments, reforestation surveys will be conducted after harvest. Where natural regeneration does not occur, manual planting will be implemented to restock the stand. 
Access to treatment units will rely on the following: 
· ​Existing Forest System Roads: Access to vegetation treatment units would be from existing roads.  Normal road maintenance would be conducted as needed, such as snow removal, dust abatement, brushing, and surface maintenance.  No new permanent roads would be constructed.  
· ​New Temporary Road Construction: Up to 0.5 miles of temporary roads may be constructed to facilitate log hauling. These roads will comply with Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines to address soil compaction, drainage, and erosion concerns. After project completion, all new temporary roads will be decommissioned and restored.  No new temporary road construction would occur in designated Idaho Roadless Areas. 

Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: No
Rule References:   
36 CFR 294.24(c)(1)(iv): The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration only:
(iv) To maintain or restore the characteristics of ecosystem composition, structure, and processes. 
36 CFR 294.24(c)(2): Any action authorized pursuant to paragraphs § 294.24(c)(1)(ii) through (v) shall be approved by the Regional Forester and limited to situations that, in the Regional Forester's judgment:
(i) Maintains or improves one or more of the roadless characteristics over the long-term;
(ii) Maximizes the retention of large trees as appropriate for the forest type to the extent the trees promote fire-resilient stands; and
(iii) Is consistent with land management plan components as provided for in § 294.28(d).
Summary:
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No permanent road construction would occur.  The project proposes up to 0.50 miles of temporary road construction to facilitate log hauling, but no road construction would occur within designated Idaho Roadless areas. 
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes. Timber cutting, sale, and removal would occur on approximately 35 acres of the 12,647-acre South Deep Creek Roadless area.  
3. Discretionary Minerals: No
4. Modification or Correction: No 
Timeline:
Public Scoping: September 2025
FANEC signed: January 2026
Implementation: Summer 2026

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception: N/A

	 Most Recent Commission Discussion Notes: Hanna: Are there plans to replant trees of this kind of project? FS: Yes, that is part of the standard practice for these kinds of projects. Caswell: What kind of treatment is occurring in the 35 acres of IRA? FS: Fuelwood, post and pole. 





	Project: Sheep Creek Trail Connector

	District: North Fork
	Roadless Area: West Big Hole—Backcountry Restoration

	Status: CE, FANEC expected Spring 2026
 
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: 
	Project Lead:  James Townley, James.townley@usda.gov 	


	Project Summary: The Sheep Creek Trail Connector Project is located approximately 9 miles northeast of North Fork, Idaho, near the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail between Bradley Gulch and Lick Creek Road #60078. 
Forest System (FS) Trail #6126 is part of the congressionally-designated Continental Divide National Scenic Trail (CDNST), FS Trail #6111.  The route extends from the Salmon-Challis National Forest (Salmon-Challis) and across the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest to connect to the Lick Creek Road #60078. The route was designated as a motorized trail prior to the designation of the CDNST and is currently managed as a trail open year-long to motorcycles. The trail has been a popular route, serving as a key connector to other motorized trails in the area. Due to a recent change in trail designation, a portion of the trail connecting to the Lick Creek Road is now non-motorized, prohibiting motorcycle use and disconnecting the trail from other routes open to motorized use. To maintain recreational opportunities and improve access to the motorized route network in the area, the Salmon-Challis is proposing to build a new segment of motorized trail to reconnect FS Trail #6126 to FS Road #60078. 
​​The Salmon-Challis proposes to construct 1.8 miles of new motorized trail to reconnect FS Trail #6126 to FS Road #60078. The trail would be designated in accordance with 36 CFR Part 212, Subpart B, as a motorized trail, open year-long to motorcycles. The new motorized section would originate near the Idaho-Montana border, where the non-motorized section of FS Trail #6111 begins and would connect to the FS Road # 60078, near the FS Road #60078 and FS Road #60735 intersection (Figure 1).  Construction would involve the use of hand-crews and mechanical equipment provided by local and state partners. Best management practices would be employed during the trail's design to reduce impacts on natural resources, including scenery resources near the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail, FS Trail #6111. 
Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: No
Rule References:   
284.24(c)(1)(vii): The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration only where incidental to the implementation of a management activity not otherwise prohibited by this subpart. 
36 CFR 294.26(a): Motorized travel. Nothing in this subpart shall be construed as affecting existing roads or trails in Idaho Roadless Areas. Decisions concerning the future management of existing roads or trails in Idaho Roadless Areas shall be made during the applicable travel management process.
Summary:
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No. The project is not proposing any road construction.  
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes. It is anticipated that a minimal amount of timber will be removed, incidental to trail construction.  Efforts will be made to minimize the number and size of trees removed.  
3. Discretionary Minerals: No
4. Modification or Correction: No 
Timeline:
Public Scoping: January 2026
FANEC signed: Spring 2026
Implementation: Summer 2026

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception:  N/A

	 Most Recent Commission Discussion Notes: Robinson: What kind of signage will be put up? FS: Normal signage, a lack of signage would be a management issue and they want to avoid that. 




	Project: Buffalo Ridge Drift Fence

	District: Challis-Yankee Fork
	Roadless Area: Paasaikwana Naokwaide—Backcountry Restoration

	Status: CE, FANEC expected Spring 2026
 
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: 
	Project Lead:  Emily Kreachbaum​, emily.kreachbaum@usda.gov


	Project Summary: The project area is located approximately 7 miles directly north of Clayton, ID in the 99,637-acre Paasaikwana Naokwaide IRA and ties into the Off the Kinnikinic Trail (Tr No 4096). 
The purpose and need of this drift fence is to manage livestock distribution in the Kinnikinic Creek pasture of the Prospector Allotment.
The Salmon-Challis National Forest proposes to construct 0.71 miles of drift fence in the Kinnikinic Creek pasture within the Paasaikwana Naokwaide IRA. This fence would prevent livestock from moving down FS Trail No 4096 into the bottom of Kinnikinic Creek. The fence would be four-strand wire fence with three strands of barbed wire and one strand of smooth wire. Any change in the direction of the fence would require a brace. Wooden buck-and-rail fencing may be required in some locations and would be constructed from on-site materials such as standing dead trees. Gates and/or cattleguards would be installed where the fence intersects the trail. All new fence construction would follow National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) wildlife-friendly specifications. Access to the fence location would be FS Tr No 4096, which is a motorized 50” or less route opened year-round. The Prospector Allotment permittee, along with Forest Service personnel, would construct the fence. Construction would occur between the months of May and November.​
Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: No
Rule References:   
36 CFR 294.24 Timber cutting, sale, or removal in Idaho Roadless Areas.
(c) Backcountry/Restoration.
(1) The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration only:
(vii) Where incidental to the implementation of a management activity not otherwise prohibited by this subpart
Summary:
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No. The project is not proposing any road construction.  
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes. Tree cutting would be incidental to fence line clearing and construction and avoided to the extent practicable. Cut material would remain onsite. Vegetation type is mainly Lodgepole Pine and Douglas-fir.
3. Discretionary Minerals: No
4. Modification or Correction: No 
Timeline:
Public Scoping: January 2026
FANEC signed: Spring 2026
Implementation: Summer 2026

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception: N/A

	 Most Recent Commission Discussion Notes: None










	Project: Challis Backyard Trails

	District: Challis-Yankee Fork
	Roadless Area: Paasaikwana Naokwaide—Backcountry Restoration Roadless Area

	Status: CE, FANEC expected Spring 2026
 
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: 
	Project Lead:  Chris Waverek, chris.waverek@usda.gov


	Project Summary: The purpose of this project is to create new motorized and non-motorized recreational opportunities in the Challis area. This proposed project would enhance recreational opportunities for motorcyclists, hikers, cyclists, and equestrians residing in and visiting the Challis area by improving connectivity of existing motorized trails and creating a new non-motorized trail network on Forest Service managed lands that could be accessed by passenger vehicles.
The proposal consists of 32 miles of motorized and non-motorized single-track trails. Less than 9 miles of motorized single-track trail is within the Paasasikwana Naokwaide IRA. All proposed motorized single-track trail would be closed to motorized use from November 15 to July 1, consistent with nearby existing FS motorized trails in the Paasasikwana Naokwaide IRA. These new trails would connect existing FS trails and roads. 
The highest density of proposed trails would be 23 miles of motorized and non-motorized single-track constructed in the Big Hill and Daughterty Gulch areas outside of the Paasasikwana Naokwaide IRA. This system would be accessed from USFS Rd 40256 near the Custer Motorway. 
​The proposed trails would be constructed using mechanized equipment and hand tools. Newly constructed trails would be named, numbered, signed, and designated for maintenance in accordance with National Forest System trail standards.​​
Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: No
Rule References:   
36 CFR 294.26 Other activities in Idaho Roadless Areas.
(a) Motorized travel. Nothing in this subpart shall be construed as affecting existing roads or trails in Idaho Roadless Areas. Decisions concerning the future management of existing roads or trails in Idaho Roadless Areas shall be made during the applicable travel management process.
(c) Motorized equipment and mechanical transport. Nothing in this subpart shall be construed as affecting the use of motorized equipment and mechanical transport in Idaho Roadless Areas.
36 CFR 294.24 Timber cutting, sale, or removal in Idaho Roadless Areas. 
(c) Backcountry/Restoration. 
(1) The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration only: 
(vii) Where incidental to the implementation of a management activity not otherwise prohibited by this subpart 
Summary:
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No. The project is not proposing any road construction.  
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes. Tree cutting would be incidental to trail clearing and construction and avoided to the extent practicable. Cut material would remain onsite. Vegetation types include Conifer Mix, Spruce/Fir, Alpine Vegetation, Three Tip Sagebrush, Lodgepole Pine, and Douglas-fir.
3. Discretionary Minerals: No
4. Modification or Correction: No 
Timeline:
Public Scoping: January 2026
FANEC signed: Spring 2026
Implementation: Summer 2026

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception: N/A

	 Most Recent Commission Discussion Notes: Karen Crosby from the Idaho Recreation Council asked a question regarding the proposed action and how it aligned with the local collaborative recommendations, which suggested a very different action than the one the FS had proposed. 


[bookmark: _Toc1998716070]
	Project: Bull Creek Sanitation

	District: Lost River
	Roadless Area: Lemhi Range—Backcountry Restoration

	Status: CE, FANEC expected Spring 2026
 
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: 
	Project Lead:  Erin Pierson, erin.pierson@usda.gov


	Project Summary: Bull Creek Drainage located in Little Lost Sawmill Canyon, approximately 33 miles northeast of Mackay Idaho in the 305,199-acre Lemhi Range IRA. Twenty-five acres of 250-acre proposed project boundary overlaps the Lemhi Range IRA.
The purpose of the project is to manage forest structure and species composition to improve forest landscape health and resiliency and to recover from recent insect and disease disturbances.
Bark beetles, root and butt rot, Western spruce budworm, and aspen foliage damage are the primary agents of concern. To improve forest health and resiliency the proposed treatments would include commercial sanitation within the project area.  Sanitation harvest would remove insect and disease affected trees and those susceptible to infection. Reducing basal area and decreasing Douglas-fir within the stands will promote unfavorable stand conditions for Douglas-fir beetle populations. Mixed conifer stands are less susceptible to DFB outbreaks because of variability of host species, thinning to favor non-hosts (pines or aspens) will aid in reduced susceptibility. Treatments may reduce basal area to reduce competition and stress. 
Commercial contracts and ground-based harvesting system will be utilized to remove sawlog product. No more than ½ mile of temporary road construction is authorized. Forest Service Road 40123 (Bull creek spur) is a maintenance level one road and will be opened for the life of the project. Once the project is completed the road will be returned to storage. No roads will be constructed within the Lemhi Range IRA. 
An increase in tree mortality is expected over the next 15 years due to overstocking, tree competition, available tree size classes that favor beetle outbreaks, and age classes that favor brown cubical decays such as schweinitzii. Treatments will provide reduced insect and disease incidences across the project area. Mechanical treatments are one of the most effective ways to manipulate stand conditions to reduce long-term insect and disease potential.  
Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: No
Rule References:   
36 CFR 294.24 Timber cutting, sale, or removal in Idaho Roadless Areas.
(c) Backcountry/Restoration.
(1) The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration only:
(viii) In a portion of an Idaho Roadless Area designated as Backcountry/Restoration that has been substantially altered due to the construction of a forest road and subsequent timber cutting. Both the road construction and subsequent timber cutting must have occurred prior to October 16, 2008.
The proposed project footprint occupies 0.008% of the 305,199-acre Lemhi Range IRA. The 25 acres within the IRA were substantially altered by logging and thinning activities in 1979. The 1979 Bull Creek Resale covered 166 acres of the Lemhi IRA. Cut stumps, landings, skid trails, and logging road prisms are still visible on the landscape. The Roadless Areas Conservation; National Forest System Lands in Idaho FEIS (2008 FEIS) describes numerous intrusions prior to 2008 extracting over 1 million board feet from the Lemhi Range IRA. 
The 2008 FEIS also explains the boundaries for this IRA were based on the forest administrative boundaries and do follow natural topological features. It acknowledges that “logical and manageable” boundaries could be developed taking into consideration the effects of existing intrusions.
Summary:
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No. The project is not proposing any road construction.  
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes. Timber cutting, sale, and removal would occur on approximately 25 acres of the 305,199-acre Lemhi Range IRA. Vegetation type is classified as Douglas-fir.
3. Discretionary Minerals: No
4. Modification or Correction: No 
Timeline:
Public Scoping: January 2026
FANEC signed: Spring 2026
Implementation: Summer 2026

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception: N/A

	 Most Recent Commission Discussion Notes: Hanna: If there ever was to be discussion around theme change, this IRA would be a good topic of discussion. 



	Project: Trail Creek-Cherry Creek Trail Reroute

	District: Lost River
	Roadless Area: White Knob—Backcountry Restoration

	Status: CE, FANEC expected Spring 2026
	Project Lead:  Bart Gamett, bart.gamett@usda.gov


	Project Summary: The proposed project location is approximately 7 miles directly south of Mackay, ID in the White Knob IRA. The existing Trail Creek-Cherry Creek Trail (FS Tr No 4347) fords Trail Creek nine times. The proposed reroutes will eliminate six of the nine stream fords and minimize potential trail use related impacts to stream and riparian habitats. The Salmon-Challis National Forest proposes to reroute portions of FS Tr No 4347 to reduce stream fords in Trail Creek. The proposed reroute would eliminate six of nine existing stream fords. The proposed reroute requires construction of three new trail segments totaling less than one mile within one mile of existing trail. The proposed reroute would be constructed to match the current designation of open to motorized vehicles 50” or less using mechanized equipment and hand tools. Unused portions of the existing trail would be decommissioned after the reroute is complete.​ 
Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: No
Rule References:   
36 CFR 294.26 Other activities in Idaho Roadless Areas. 
(a) Motorized travel. Nothing in this subpart shall be construed as affecting existing roads or trails in Idaho Roadless Areas. Decisions concerning the future management of existing roads or trails in Idaho Roadless Areas shall be made during the applicable travel management process. 
(c) Motorized equipment and mechanical transport. Nothing in this subpart shall be construed as affecting the use of motorized equipment and mechanical transport in Idaho Roadless Areas. 

36 CFR 294.24 Timber cutting, sale, or removal in Idaho Roadless Areas.
(c) Backcountry/Restoration.
(1) The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration only:
(vii) Where incidental to the implementation of a management activity not otherwise prohibited by this subpart

Summary:
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No. The project is not proposing any road construction.  
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes. Tree cutting would be incidental to trail clearing and construction and avoided to the extent practicable. Cut material would remain onsite. The proposed project location includes the following vegetation types: Mountain Big Sage, Aspen, Aspen/Conifer, and Riparian Woody.
3. Discretionary Minerals: No
4. Modification or Correction: No 
Timeline:
Public Scoping: January 2026
FANEC signed: Spring 2026
Implementation: Summer 2026

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception: N/A

	 Most Recent Commission Discussion Notes: 












Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests
Nez Perce-Clearwater Forestwide Fuels Reduction…………………………………………….…..Initial Briefing
Island Creek Fire – Contingency Line Shaded Fuel Break…………………………………………Initial Briefing

[bookmark: _Toc1660781604][bookmark: _Toc2008381596][bookmark: _Toc1377662971] Motion to Bring Back: Forestwide Rx Fire
Motion = Prouty. Second = Dance

	Project: Nez Perce-Clearwater Forestwide Fuels Reduction

	District All Districts 
	Roadless Area:   All 34 Roadless Areas

	Status: Proposed Action Development / Pre-Scoping
	Project Lead:  Justin Pappani, Fire Management Specialist 208.963.4204

	Proposed Action: The Nez Perce-Clearwater National is proposing the Forestwide Fuels Reduction Project (Project) to reduce the risk of wildfire to the forest and nearby communities and advance desired conditions for vegetation and other resources. Hazardous fuel reduction actions are proposed to be implemented on the six ranger districts of the Nez Perce-Clearwater: Palouse, North Fork, Lochsa-Powell, Moose Creek, Salmon River, and Red River. Fuels reduction activities are proposed within the project area of up to 22,000 acres per year to move landscapes towards achieving multiple land management plan objectives. The landscape scale management approach allows resources to use the most current site-specific information resulting in a more flexible, efficient, and effective approach to achieving desired conditions, objectives, and goals from the 2025 land management plan. All proposed activities and treatments would be completed to restore and maintain landscapes that are resilient to fire-related disturbance throughout the project area over the course of the next 10-20 years. 

Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: Yes, this is a fuels reduction project that would treat up to 22,000 acres per year using non-commercial treatments and prescribed fire to reduce fuels and improve forest resiliency to the effects of fire over the long term. Treatments within the proposed action are consistent with projects and activities identified in Idaho, Clearwater, and Latah County CWPP’s. 

Rule References:   
294.24(a)(2) – The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Wildland Recreation only where incidental to the implementation of a management activity not otherwise prohibited by this subpart.

294.24(b) – The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Historic or Tribal Significance and Primitive only

294.24(c)(1) – The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration only

Summary:
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No. Road construction is not a proposed activity.
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes, non-commercial activities would be included in this proposed action. No removal is expected. 
3. Discretionary Minerals:    No minerals activities with this proposed action.
4. Modification or Correction: N/A 

Scoping comments/objections: N/A

Timeline: Draft EA/FONSI to public May 2026 for 30-day comment period. Signed decision August 2026.

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception:  N/A

	Commission Discussion: Prouty: How are these Rx burns going to be implemented? FS: We are proposing phased implementation, with minor increases to current burning schedules and acres. Caswell asked for Table 1 to be explained in greater detail. Darren Parker from Senator Risch’s Office: The FS stated how “Rx fire is the biggest tool they have at their disposal”, and Parker commented that this is the wrong management approach, there are sawmills in Idaho county that should be used to their fullest capacity and the IRR is underutilized for removing timber. Higgins/Hanna: Along with the start of Phase II of the pilot project, an additional analysis should be done to understand where fuel treatment is needed, where there is treatment access, and how fire should not be the primary tool used to change forest condition. Prouty: Fine particulate concentrations are increasing across the PNW, we should reduce fuels burning to free up the air particulate ‘budget’ of the region. 




	Project: Island Creek Fire – Contingency Line Shaded Fuel Break

	District: Moose Creek and Red River Ranger District
	Roadless Area:   West Meadow Creek / Lick Point / O’Hara-Falls Creek

	Status: Emergency Action Complete
	Project Lead:  Ronald Tipton, Moose Creek District Ranger, 208-451-3439  

	Purpose and Need: Implement strategies to protect values at risk including two active timber sales, an outfitter/guide camp, Elk City water supply, fire lookout, cultural resources, and forest recreation infrastructure along the Selway River, O’Hara Creek, and Meadow Creek.
Action: Wildland fire management including roadside shaded fuel breaks totaling approximately 63 acres in the West Meadow, Lick Point, and O’Hara-Falls Creek Roadless Areas.  
Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP: NA
Rule References:  Timber cutting and subsequent removal and sale to create a shaded fuel break was incidental to suppression efforts per guidance located in, 36 CFR Part 294:
294.24(c)(1) – The cutting, sale, or removal of timber is permissible in Idaho Roadless Areas designated as Backcountry/Restoration only:

Scoping comments/objections: NA
Timeline: Roadside decks will be removed without further skidding or ground disturbance in spring/summer 2026
Summary
1. Road Construction/Reconstruction: No.  
2. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes, approximately 63 acres of mixed conifer sawtimber size material has been cut and decked roadside for commercial sale and removal in 2026.
3. Discretionary Minerals: No.  
4. Modification or Correction: No. 



	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception:  N/A

	 Most Recent Commission Discussion Notes: 



















Idaho Panhandle National Forests
Verbal updates on Katkee and Granite Fuels Implementation and Forestwide Rx Fire
Sandpoint South Project………………………………………………………………………………….… Update/Status
Motion to Bring Back: Forestwide Rx Fire, and IPNF Noxious Weeds Management, brief written updates only. 
	
Project: Sandpoint South 

	District: Sandpoint Ranger District 
	Roadless Area:   Blackmail Mountain IRA – Backcountry Restoration

	Status: Preparing final EA/FONSI and DN
	Pages in Most Recent IRC Meeting Packet: 
	Project Lead:  Andrew Skowlund, District Ranger, andrew.skowlund@usda.gov
Jen Cinq-Mars, Project Lead, jennifer.cinq-mars@usda.gov   

	Project Summary: The project area encompasses 174,347 acres of IPNF, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), State Idaho Department of Lands (IDL), and private lands west of Lake Pend Oreille and south of the Pend Oreille River in Bonner and Kootenai Counties. All proposed treatment units are located in Bonner County, with most of the proposed treatment units located east of Highway 95 between Sagle, Green Bay, and Bayview. Proposed activity in Kootenai County is limited to reconstructing 0.80 miles of IPNF system road. Approximately 8,334 acres within the 174,347-acre project area are being treated for hazardous fuels reduction and vegetation management. Proposed treatments would only occur on lands managed by IPNF. Primary access to the project area is from Highway 95 between Athol and Sandpoint. Access to some treatment units would be through State and private lands, and road management activities needed to implement vegetation treatments are also proposed. The IRA within the project area is the 4,800-acre Blacktail Mountain (#161) backcountry roadless area. 
 
In Blacktail Mountain IRA, the proposed actions are a a shaded fuel break encompassing 181 acres along the boundary of Unit 310 (see red border on Figure 2 below). Shaded fuel breaks are built in timbered areas where trees are thinned and pruned to reduce fire potential yet retain enough crown canopy to make a less favorable microclimate for surface fires. The purpose is to reduce fuels and fire intensity to give suppression resources improved opportunities for fire management activities. In the other unit within Blacktail Mountain, Unit 279, 43 treatment acres overlap the IRA, the proposed action is natural fuels burning. Natural fuels burning treatment is prescribed burning through aerial and/or hand ignition depending on accessibility limitations to meet the same purpose of decreasing wildfire impact on resource values by reducing hazardous fuels. Additionally, the Forest Service is analyzing the environmental impact of decommissioning Forest Service Road 2239 located in Blacktail Mountain #161 roadless area. FSR 2239 is 0.8 miles long and appears to have unauthorized use. Decommissioning would prevent unauthorized use and further the integrity of the roadless area.
 
Fuels Treatment Projects and CWPP:  The Bonner County Wildfire Protection Plan (WPP) indicates the majority of communities in Bonner County are at high risk of wildfire, with the exception of the city Sandpoint being at moderate risk considering its watershed. The terrain and fuel conditions that exist across the county dictate that the majority of Bonner County is designated as a priority area in the WPP. Communities at risk within the Sandpoint South project area include Bayview, Careywood, Cocolalla, Edgemere, Garfield Bay, Harlem, Sagle, Talache, and Westmond. Powerlines are present in the project area in addition to the Gas Transmission Northwest pipeline from Canada to Washington, which passes under the project area. Public water systems within the project area include Little Blacktail Ranch Water District and Sagle Valley, Bayview, Bottle Bay, and Garfield Bay Sewer and Water Districts (2024 Bonner County Comprehensive Plan). The Sandpoint South project proposes hazardous fuels/vegetation management activities in the vicinity of these communities and values at risk.
Project Update since June 2025: The Forest Service dropped temporary road construction in Blacktail Mountain IRA (#161), however kept decommissioning of FSR 2239 (0.8 miles) in our analysis. The Sunset Fire impacted the project area to include Unit 279 in the Blacktail IRA, therefore fuels treatment in Unit 279 is reduced. The remaining actions in the Blacktail IRA are a fuels treatment in Unit 279, a fuel break around Unit 310 and decommissioning FSR 2239.
Rule References:  
Fuel Break and Natural Fuels treatment under 294.24(c)(1), Backcountry/Restoration: Timber Cutting, Sale or Removal: Serve as Responsible Official: (i) to reduce hazardous fuel conditions within the community protection zone if in the responsible official’s judgment the project generally retains large trees as appropriate for the forest type and is consistent with land management plan components as provided for in § 294.28(d); (v) To reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire effects.
EA comments: (27 June to 14 July 2025)
1. IRA boundary accuracy.
2. IRA characteristics analysis.
3. ID Roadless Rule. 

Summary:
1. Timber Cutting, Sale, or Removal: Yes, through fuels treatment via natural fuels and a fuel break.
2.  Discretionary Minerals:  No.
3. Modification or Correction:  Yes. 
 
Timeline:
Public Scoping: March 19 – April 21 2025
Comment Period: 27 June to 14 July 2025
Decision Memo signed: mid-December 2025
Implementation: June 2026 (due to Sunset Fire salvage, moved from August 2026 to June 2026)

	Does Proposed Activity require use of an Exception?  No
	Exception:  N/A

	Commission Discussion Notes: None


	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc1146740442][bookmark: _Toc666457951]Section III: Final Thoughts and Wrap Up

Chair Caswell discussed how the FS needs to reciprocate treatments in IRA’s when work is happening in the roaded front to maximize vegetation treatment benefits for the landscape. Restarting the pilot project and looking at Phase II, communities at risk near IRAs and wildfire risk, will help direct the FS in achieving this goal. There was further discussion around the term ‘significant risk’, a concept outlined in the Rule to justify vegetation treatments in roadless, and Caswell offered to share previous documents explaining significant risk in greater detail.
Timing of the Spring meeting was discussed, with an April – May timeframe in mind. 

There were no public comments submitted

Meeting Adjourned 1:30pm
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